
MEETING No 1 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee  

Meeting held on 11 June 2015 in Shorne Village Hall 
 

   

  PRESENT  Mrs S Lindley (Chairman) 

Mr J Bugg 

Mr D Hart 

Mr R Cooper 

Mr G Dent 

Mr R Lane 

 

APOLOGIES 

FOR ABSENCE were received from Mr R Theobald 

 

 

1 Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 April 2015 

 

 The minutes were AGREED as a true record.  

 

2 PLANNING MATTERS 

 Planning Applications 

 

 There were no planning applications. 

  

3 Report of Action taken under Standing Order 4(a)(ii) 

Schedule of Planning Applications dealt with by the 

Chairman in Consultation with Members 

 

GR/2015/113 

Mr Carl Bruce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GR/2015/420 

Mr Gurpal Dale 

 

Conversion of integral garage into a lounge/family 

room. 1 Mollison Rise, Shorne West, KentDA12 

4QJ. 

 

The Council wishes make the following 

representations:- 

  

The Council has is concerned that the loss of 

garaging on the site could result in on street parking 

in an area where space is limited. 

 

 

Erection of side extension to form utility room and 

breakfast room, infill extension between two 

previous extensions at the rear with balcony over 
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GR/2015/422 

ET Smiths & Sons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and extend the existing dormer extension in the rear 

roof slope. Greenfields, Gravesend Road, Shorne, 

Kent DA12 3JH. 

 

The Council wishes make the following 

representations:- 

  

The Council has NO OBJECTION  to the applica- 

tion. 

 

The Council notes the proposal includes balcony 

the use of which could be used could result in 

overlooking of the rear garden of the neighbouring 

property, adversely affecting their amenity.   In the 

event of an objection being lodged by the adjoining 

occupier the Parish Council would support the 

objection. 

 

Application for the determination as to whether 

prior approval is required for the proposed change 

of use of the existing agricultural building into two 

residential dwelling houses (Class Q(a). Barretts 

Folly, Gravesend Road Shorne, Kent DA12 3JJ. 

 

The Council wishes make the following 

representations:- 

 

In the Council’s view the application should be 

called in for determination. 

 

1. The Council notes that this application is 

substantially similar to that submitted under 

reference GR/2014/1005 except that it 

relates two only a single residential unit. 

  

2. The Council notes the building, the subject 

of the application, has been used for 

agricultural purposes. The nature of the 

building is such that in the Council's view 

conversion would require significant works.  

As such the Council considers that any 

change of use should be the subject of a full 

planning application. 

 

3. As far as the Council is aware there is no 

other agricultural building on the holding 

and the Council would seek clarification on 

how the holding is to be managed in the 

event of the existing building no longer 

being available for agricultural use. The  
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GR/2015/470 

Mr K Gozzet 

 

 

Council would not wish to see permitted  

development rights used to erect a replacement  

building to serve the holding since that would be  

likely to adversely affect the openness of the Green 

 Belt. 

 

 

Application for the determination as to whether 

prior approval is required for the proposed change 

of use of the agricultural brick barn to a dwelling 

houses (Class Q(a) of the Town & Country Plan-

ning (General Permitted Development)(Order) 

2015. Warren Farm, Swillers Lane, Shorne, Kent. 

 

The Council wishes make the following 

representations:- 

  

1. The Council notes the building, the subject 

of the application, has now used for 

agricultural purposes for some time. The 

building is of substantial construction and 

would not require major works to enable it 

to be converted to residential use. 

 

2. The Council notes that an application has 

already been made under reference 

20140706 for a determination regarding 

prior approval for the erection of a 

replacement agricultural barn and that 

Gravesham Borough Council as the Local 

Planning Authority determined that prior 

approval was not required. This application 

related to the replacement of the barn 

adjacent to the southern boundary of the 

site. As a result the question of a 

replacement for the building the subject of 

the application does not arise. 

 

3. The Council notes that the applicant has 

been seeking a beneficial use for the 

building other than for agriculture. 

 

Under these circumstances taking into account the 

definition of Class Q(a) of the Town and Country 

Planning (General Permitted Development) (Order) 

2015 the Parish Council would not consider that 

prior approval was required.  
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4       Decisions of the Borough Council 

 

  There were no Decisions of the Borough Council. 

 

5   Notices of Appeal 

 

GR/2012/0693 - Land Adjacent to the See-Ho Public House, Pear Tree Lane, Shorne 

 Appeal against refusal by the Local Planning Authority of Outline Planning 

 Consent for the Erection of a Detached Dwelling and Garage 

 

  The Parish Council has submitted representations to the Planning Inspectorate for the 

  Appeal. 

 

6  Lower Thames Crossing (93) 

 

Nothing further to report. 

 

7 Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy(formerly the LDF) (94) 

 

 A very lengthy discussion took place on the letter drafted by Mr Lane. He explained that 

 the draft letter circulated on the 11 May was originally intended to be from GRRG on 

 behalf of all the Parish Councils.  Subsequently this had changed and the latest draft letter 

 was intended to be just from Shorne Parish Council.  

 

 Various members expressed concerns about the content of the letter in its current state. 

 Further discussions followed including that the Appendix of Mr Burbidge’s reply to 

 GRRC had not been seen by members when the first Shorne Parish Council letter was 

 composed as this was not attached with the version of the letter which had been 

 forwarded onto them. The first time members had an opportunity to see the Appendix 

 was when Mr  Burbidge replied to Shorne Parish Council,  attaching the Appendix. 

   

 Mr Lane will revise the draft letter to take some of the members’ concerns into account 

 so that a final draft letter can be agreed within a week. 

 

8  Airport Strategy (95)  

 

Nothing further to report. 

 

9 Warren Farm (96) 

 

 The planning application was dealt with under Minute 3.  

 

 A National Farm Open Day was held on Sunday, 7 June 2015 at Warren Farm which 

 caused traffic congestion with parking of cars throughout the village. It would have 

 been difficult for emergency vehicles to access many of the roads. Several complaints 

 were received from parishioners. 

 

 Following a discussion, it was agreed that a letter should be sent to Mr Gozzet, with a 

 copy to Clive Gilbert at GBC. 
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 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

 

10 Accident Reports 

  

    No accidents reported.   

 

             11        Condition of Roads in the Parish (100) 

 

 Nothing further to report. 

 

12        Road Dainage (101) 

 

 Mr Theobald had reported that there is a blocked gully opposite Post Office Green, where 

the bellmouth is causing water to run onto the highway. The matter is to be followed up. 

 

13 Potholes (102)  

 

(a) Marling Way - Mr Hart commented that there were pot holes in Marling Way and that he 

would report these to Kent Highways. 

 

(b) The Street - there were early signs of pot holes that were developing in The Street and 

these would be kept under observation. 

 

(c) Racefield Close - there is a pothole at the entrance. 

 

(d) A2 Bridge (Brewers Road) - there are several potholes. 

 

These need to be checked. 

 

14  Golf Club Access Road – Dangerous Driving and Noise Nuisance (103) 

 

 Mr Lane reported on the problems with bikers at Park Pale, the previous Friday. He had  

 reported this to the police. He had also received videos from Harlex showing cars parked 

 outside the Country Park. It was not known whether parking in the car park had first been 

 attempted.  Tim Bell had replied that they had extended the car park by the 

 Visitors’ Centre, but that they had been required to close the overspill car park. 

 

 15 Matters Raised by Members 

 

(a)  Mr Hart had previously mentioned lorries being parked on the A2 by Nell’s Café and also 

 near The Inn on the Lake. A letter had been sent to the Highways Agency about this and a 

 reply has been received which has been circulated to members. 

 

(b)  Mr Theobald had previously reported that he had been contacted by a parishioner in 

 Racefield Close who owns a caravan, about the kerb-line which needs to be realigned. 

 The grass beyond the kerb is being damaged and it is clear that the kerb is being mounted 

 by large vehicles including the refuse freighter. The residents have requested a layby. 

 Mr Theobald will produce a drawing of the area. Kent Highways will be requested to see 

 if the works can be put in hand. 
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(c)  Theobald reported that at the top end of Butchers Hill at Shorne Common, although there 

 is a DoT Type 1 material laid on the highway, huge puddles occur when it rains and it is 

 causing an unpleasant smell. The matter is to be reported to Kent Highways. 

 

(d)  Mr Lane had reported on the request for an Oak tree to be planted in Forge Lane by Mrs 

 Smailles at the last meeting. He will arrange for a survey to be carried out to check for 

 buried cables. The matter is in hand. 

 

(e)    From the last full Council Meeting, it had been agreed to go ahead and accept Cllr 

 Sweetland’s offer of £800 from his Grant Fund for the speed watch equipment from 

 Boughton Parish Council. Miss Clifton will contact them, advising them to contact the 

 Clerk to arrange payment and collection of the equipment. 

 

  A discussion had taken place on where the speed watch equipment would be used. The 

  proposed locations would be The Ridgeway and Tanyard Hill. It was pointed out that 

  there are only certain official places where the equipment can be operated. 

 

(f)    Mr Bugg reported that the gully at the end of Mill Hill Lane is still blocked. The matter is     

 to be reported again to Lisa Gillham, the Highway Manager. 

 

(g)    Mr Hart gave an update on the works being carried out in Marling Way. 

 

(h)   Mrs Lindley reported on the Crematorium. A planning application has been submitted 

 for a Construction Management Plan. 

 

(i)  Mrs Lindley reported that she had seen a planning application on the Gravesham website 

 for the erection of a house Ref: GR/2015/0510 by Mr Pullen at Hillside, Butchers Hill. 

 The Parish Council has not yet received the planning application. 

 

(j)  Mrs Lindley reported a reply has been received from KCC re: Street Lighting. There is no 

 indication that the lights will be switched on again. 

 

(k)  Mrs Lindley reported on KCC’s Tracker Survey results, which had a small sample size. 

 

(l)  Mrs Lindley reported on the Electoral Boundary Commission Review. Consultation is 

 now open for the proposed changes in the geographical divisions. Representations are to 

 be in by 6 July 2015. It was agreed to place this on the website. 

 

(m)  Mr Lane had advised all Parish Councillors that day that a traveller's camp has been set 

 up on the site of the former Esso station / Little Chef on the Shorne side of the A2. There 

 are about 15 to 20 caravans plus an assortment of pick-up vans on the site. He has 

 reported this to Kent County  Council, making them aware of this new traveller site 

 that day.  KCC has replied, advising that Highways England are responsible for this area 

 of land and, as such, have been made aware of the current situation. Subsequent to the 

 meeting, the following day Mr Dent went to have a look and advised that all vans  were 

 gone and that the site was a bit messy otherwise clear of vehicles etc. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at10.15pm. 


