
MEETING No 3 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee  

Meeting held on 20 October 2015 in Shorne Village Hall 

 
 

  PRESENT:  Mrs S Lindley (Chairman) 

     Mr J Bugg (Vice-Chairman) 

     Mr R Theobald 

     Mr D Hart 

     Mr R Lane 

     Mr G Dent 

     

 APOLOGIES  for absence were received from Mr R. Cooper, Mr M 

    Redfern and Miss P Clifton.  Mr J Bugg apologised that he 

    would have to leave the meeting early, at 8.30 pm. Mrs T 

    Martin (Parish Clerk) is unwell and the Committee  

    expressed their best wishes for her continued and speedy 

    recovery. 

 

The Chairman apologised that it had been necessary to change the date of this meeting. 

 

38 Minutes of the Meeting held on 23 July 2015 

 

 The minutes were AGREED as a true record.  

 

One matter arising not otherwise on the agenda was identified regarding Long Acre, Pear 

Tree Lane. The Parish Council has been made aware that the Planning Enforcement 

Officer from Gravesham Borough Council has visited the site regarding non-residential 

use and enforcement action is likely to be taken. 

 

39 PLANNING MATTERS 

 Planning Applications 

 

Written notices from the Borough Council of applications for planning permission 

affecting the Parish had not been received recently despite requesting that they should 

temporarily be directed to the Chairman. None had been received at Mrs Martin’s address 

either. It was not known whether there had actually been any sent however three had been 

identified via the Gravesham Borough Council website. These had been previously 

circulated by e-mail and were discussed briefly but the large format printouts were needed 

in order to make proper assessments so these plans would be dealt with under Standing 

Orders once the paperwork is received. 

 

For information purposes, the three sets of plans awaited are:- 
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GR/2015/0989 

Mr K Gozzett 

Warren Farm, Swillers 

Lane, Shorne 

Gravesend Kent 

Temporary stationing of caravan on the 

land. 

 
Subsequent to meeting:  documents posted 19/10, 

received 22/10, comments requested by 2nd 

November 

GR/2015/1005 

Mr and Mrs J Rana 

Ringland Pear Tree 

Lane Shorne 

Gravesend Kent DA12 

3JS 

Application for a Lawful Development 

Certificate in respect of the proposed 

erection of a single storey side extension, a 

two storey 3 metre rear addition (beyond 

the rear wall of the original dwelling only) 

and the erection of a single storey building 

to enclose swimming pool in rear garden. 

GR/2015/1015 

Mr T Wade 

Mirrabooka 

Gravesend Road 

Shorne Gravesend 

Kent DA12 3JJ 

Erection of two storey side extension to 

form garage and utility room at ground 

floor level with bedroom and bathroom at 

first floor level. Construction of a dormer 

window on the front roof slope. 

 
Subsequent to meeting:  documents posted 19/10, 

received 22/10, comments requested by 2nd 

November 

 

There was discussion about the definition of a caravan, the relevant guidance needs to be 

consulted. 

 

40 Report of Action taken under Standing Order 4(a)(ii) 

Schedule of Planning Applications dealt with by the Chairman/Vice-Chairman in 

Consultation with Members 

 

Ten applications have been dealt with since the previous meeting, some were discussed 

by attending members after the Footpaths meeting on 10th September and three were 

discussed after the Council meeting on 24th September.  Please see Appendix for details. 

 

It was agreed that Mr Theobald should raise the problems around the Parish Council’s 

receipt of their communications with Gravesham Borough Council (see also next item). 

 

See attached Report. 

 

41       Decisions of the Borough Council 

 

No formal decision notices have been received by the Chairman however checking on the 

Gravesham Borough Council website the following were found:- 

 

(a) GR/2015/0210 - Midfields, Gravesend Road - PERMITTED  

 

(b) GR/2015/0510 - Hillside Farm, Butchers Hill - REFUSED 

 

(c) GR/2015/0545 - 16 Hollands Close - PERMITTED 

 

(d) GR/2015/0555 - 15 Calderwood - PERMITTED  
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(e) GR/2015/0654 - 32 Fairfields - PERMITTED  

 

(f) GR/2014/0816 - 6 Wykeham Close - PERMITTED  

 

(g) GR/2015/0632 - Willow Barn, Shorne Ifield Road - PERMITTED  

 

(h) GR/2015/0722 - Green Acres, Woodlands Lane  - PERMITTED  

 

(i) GR/2015/083 - 37 Davys Place - PERMITTED 

 

(j) GR/2015/0891 - St Govans, Swillers Lane  - PERMITTED 

 

42 Notices of Appeal 

 

GR/2012/0693 - Land Adjacent to the See-Ho Public House, Pear Tree Lane, Shorne 

Appeal against refusal by the Local Planning Authority of Outline Planning Consent for 

the Erection of a Detached Dwelling and Garage. 

 

The Hearing took take place at the Civic Centre on 18 August 2015 followed by a site 

meeting. Mr Theobald was supported by Mrs Lindley and also by Mr Chris Fribbins, 

Vice-Chair of the Dickens Country Protection Society (DCPS). The Appeal was decided 

in favour of the Parish Council/Gravesham Borough Council. 

 

43  Lower Thames Crossing (21) 

 

There is nothing newly published on the Government website. Cllr Bryan Sweetland had 

reported to the Rural Forum concerning potential damage to health of local residents due 

to adverse effect of Option C on air quality locally and the Rural Forum propose writing a 

joint letter to relevant Ministers. 

 

44 Local Government Boundary Commission Review 

 

Mr Theobald, with contributions from Mrs Lindley, had submitted a letter and 

representations in opposition to the proposals before the closing date of 6th July 2015.  

Higham Parish Council had also written in opposition. The Commission had announced 

previously that the date of their final report had been put back to January 2016, and it is 

noted that they recently re-opened consultation just for Sevenoaks. It is unknown at 

present whether or not they will take action reflecting the submissions about Shorne. 

 

45  Gravesham Rural Conservation Area Appraisals  

 

Submissions on this are due by 30th October. The documents are very interesting with 

useful maps and descriptions of Village buildings and history. There is a general 

document and 11 separate named conservation area documents, of which there are four 

areas in Shorne Parish:  Shorne, Chestnut Green, Queens Farm and Thong. It must have 

taken a long time to produce each one, hence there are one or two small points that are 

slightly out of date. 
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The documents include some useful discussion about traffic calming and pedestrian 

safety in Shorne Village and the Ridgeway, and visual amenity of various locations.  

There is a proposal to extend the Chestnut Green area to include Shorne Common Rough.  

Increasing the protection of that area would be beneficial overall although it would 

impact on what the Parish Council, as the landowner, can do to trees that need surgery 

without formal permission.  

 

It was agreed that Mr Theobald should respond on behalf of the Parish Council thanking 

the Borough Council for all their hard work including the discussion about traffic related 

issues and potential for environmental enhancement, and to say that the Parish Council 

had no disagreement with the recommendations. 

 

46 National Consultation on Planning Policy for the Built Environment 

 

It was noted that this House of Lords Select Committee had been deliberating and 

receiving submissions.  

 

47 Developments outside the Parish but with impact on Shorne 

 

 (a) Chalk Crematorium: There had been discussion at the Council meeting on 24th 

September as to whether the entrance and turning in layout on the main road as currently 

being built is as the agreed plans for once the facility becomes operational. Mrs Lindley 

tabled a download from the original planning application and that does appear to be so.  

How things will work in practice remains to be seen. 

 

 (b) Tollgate Hotel Garage and Restaurant:  Further this also being discussed at the Council 

meeting, Mrs Lindley had reviewed the previous applications.  Permission was granted in 

2013 for a garage and drive-through restaurant so is still valid. Subsequently there had 

been two applications for restaurant signage which had been withdrawn, and two 

concerning the need for screening opinions (one recently) mentioning only the garage, 

both of which had been deemed not needed. The matter of concern is the effect of traffic 

flows and safety on the very busy roundabouts. 

 

(c) Ebbsfleet Housing and Paramount Developments: The concern here is that there will 

be widespread negative effects on traffic volume and flows. The Paramount planning 

application has been put back, possibly because the enormity of the traffic issues are now 

being realised, but meanwhile housebuilding is ramping up, the total intended additional 

housing numbers are in the tens of thousands.  

 

 HIGHWAY MATTERS 

 

48 Accident Reports (25) 

  

The Parish Council had not been made aware of any accidents recently. 

 

There had been some e-mail discussion among Committee members concerning the 

CrashMap website which records accident information from police data. Current data 

goes up to the end 2014, and Mrs Lindley had downloaded and circulated this, she will 

check again in January 2016 to see if 2015 data becomes available then. 
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The system detailed 10 incidents in Pear Tree Lane (one serious, nine slight), four in the 

A2 slip road/Country Park area (one serious, 3 slight) and 13 at Shorne Crossroads (one 

fatal, one serious and 11 slight).  

 

49    Traffic Monitoring & Speedwatch (26) 

 

The Chairman has written to Lisa Gillham as requested previously to try and obtain the 

recent and historic traffic speed and volume data, and she is trying to obtain this for the 

Parish Council. 

  

Additional Speed Watch data will be recorded in the minutes once received. 

 

50 Speed limits on Pear Tree Lane 

 

Mr Polhill of Pear Tree Lane wrote to the Parish Council on 10th August 2015 about 

excessive speeds and reducing the statutory speed limit, and also the dangerous situation 

for pedestrians.  Mr Theobald has responded. 

 

Inspection of the signage in place revealed that the majority of Pear Tree Lane as far as 

the traffic lights in Higham is currently a “National Limits apply” area, which is 

incongruous when compared to other rural roads locally, for that type of road allows 

speeds of up to 60mph, which would be excessive. There also needs to be signage about 

pedestrians being in the roadway in the places where there is no pathway or verge that can 

be used. 

 

There was general agreement that the Parish Council should ask for the limit to be 

reduced to 30mph along the whole of Pear Tree Lane. Also, similarly for Forge Lane 

where the same situation applies. The accident data (see point above) should provide 

supporting evidence. Cllr Sweetland advised that the best route to achieving the speed 

limit reductions would be via the Gravesham/KCC Joint Transport Board and Mr 

Theobald has made a formal request for the item to be put on the agenda of its next 

meeting. 

 

51 KCC - Consultation about Street Lighting (27) 

 

KCC are consulting (ending Sunday 29th November) about changing bulbs to LED type 

and either dimming the street lights or switching them off altogether overnight. The 

purpose is to save money however it will also reduce light pollution where lights are off.  

Mr Theobald will submit the official Parish Council response. 

  

52 Condition of Roads in the Parish (28) 

 

Mr Theobald and Mr Bugg (Mrs Lindley gave apologies) met with Donna Cuthbertson 

(KCC - Highway Steward) and Tony Atherton (KCC Operations Engineer) on 30th July 

2015 to discuss various highways issues. Mr Theobald had previously circulated his notes 

of the meeting. 

 

53  Drainage (29): The blocked gullies on Tanyard Hill continue to cause problems, there 

was a fountain like effect during recent heavy rain.  Mr Theobald took photographs which 

will be submitted with a request for action by KCC to remedy the situation. 
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 54 Potholes (30): Several pothole locations had been flagged up at the meeting with KCC, 

e.g. there were several appearing at the corner of The Street near the Rose and Crown and 

the first part of The Street by the green railings to Manor Field (also depression in 

roadway), Brewers Road near A2 slip road, and at the entrance to Racefield Close. These 

had not yet received attention, they need to be reported again. Also the curved part of 

Chestnut Green needs reporting. 

 

 55 Butchers Hill - Resurfacing: Further to the meeting with KCC Highways officials 

recorded above, KCC kindly supplied “scalpings” (planings from roads being resurfaced, 

a mixture of stones and bitumen). Mr Lane then contacted Mr Fish who is a Butchers Hill 

area resident, and who had originally raised the problem of the poor condition of the road 

and who scraped off the existing surface, spread and compacted the supplied material. 

 

 Everyone was pleased that the road surface had been improved and very grateful to Mr 

Fish, who had also saved the Parish Council the cost of employing a contractor. Mr Fish 

will be formally thanked. 

 

 Mrs Lindley asked about the legalities and public liability aspects of a member of the 

public undertaking work on a Public Road (classed as maintainable, but not maintained, 

by KCC). Thankfully there do not appear to have been any problems arising but it was 

worrying about the liability and insurance issues if damage had been caused to pipes or 

cables or if someone had been injured while undertaking the task.   

 

56 Lorries Parking Beside the A2 (31) 

 

Nothing additional to report, the problem seems to be entrenched now. The potential 

provision of a lorry park at Manston was discussed, it is to be used when Operation Stack 

is active. Ebbsfleet station car parks had been considered for this but thankfully rejected. 

 

57 Traveller Encampments (33) 

 

Additional barriers have been installed at the former ESSO site to hopefully prevent the 

land being invaded again, and the orange-coloured security cabin has now been removed. 

 

Mr Chris Fribbins, Vice-Chair of DCPS had drawn the attention of the DCPS Committee 

members to a document that had been published in August 2015 by the Department for 

Communities and Local Government, titled “Planning Policy for Traveller Sites”. Mrs 

Lindley had also located another document published in March 2015 titled “Dealing with 

illegal and unauthorised encampments” which lists the various powers that can be used in 

such a situation. Mrs Lindley agreed to circulate them to all Councillors. 

 

The locations of authorised traveller sites in Gravesham were discussed, there is a 

shortage compared to need. 

58 Golf Club Access Road – Dangerous Driving and Noise Nuisance (32) 

The Parish Council had not been made aware of there being any particular problems 

recently. 
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59 Parking problems (34) 

The Parish Council had not been made aware of there being any particular problems  

recently.  Mrs Lindley had observed that the area around Swillers Lane was problematic 

the previous afternoon but Mr Theobald thought this was probably just normal school-run 

problems. 

Mr Theobald suggested that the Parish Council needs official looking notices to put under 

windscreens wipers of parking offenders. These would need to be waterproof or in plastic 

bags. Mrs Lindley had read that a trial is being undertaken at a school in Essex where 

they have been given the required materials and authorised to issue parking violation 

notices. Mrs Lindley suggested that she could write to Shorne school asking them to 

remind parents regularly about the need for considerate behaviour towards the Village 

residents over driving and parking. There was discussion about the involvement of the 

Community Support Officer however as they have very limited time allocations they tend 

to concentrate their time on main roads. 

Please see also below, the overall discussion about waiting restrictions. 

 

60 Highway modifications 

 

 (a) Racefield Close – Kerb Alignment (35):  Mr Theobald had drawn up plans for the 

modification that is needed and circulated them to Councillors for their comments, and 

discussed the matter at the meeting with Kent Highways officers on 30th July 2015. 

However Highways believed that Gravesham Borough Council might be responsible as 

they had created the disabled parking bays and the problem was a consequence of that 

action. Mr Theobald needs to now take the matter up with Gravesham. 

 

 (b) Waiting Restrictions (Yellow Lines):  This topic also overlaps with traffic calming and 

restrictions in general. Mrs Lindley had circulated some rough drawings based on all the 

various suggestions made by Councillors and parishioners. Two e-mails had been 

received by the Parish Council recently: on 12th October 2015 from Mrs Cheryl Marsh 

concerning additional yellow lines on the corners of Cob Drive and on 19th October 2015 

from Dr Ian Craig asking about improving signage and reporting that a foreign registered 

lorry tried to go along the Ridgeway and Pear Tree Lane, then reversed a considerable 

distance before turning around in the See Ho car park. 

 

There was general discussion about the various problems and what interventions could be 

made. Mr Hart drew everyone’s attention to some documents published by Devon County 

Council about traffic calming in villages that have become a standard reference text for 

villages in our situation, and he agreed to circulate the link to these. Possibilities such as 

speed limit numbers painted on the road surface, different coloured tarmac, pseudo-gates 

on the verge etc were mentioned. 

 

For Park Pale, although Harlex had requested yellow lines be painted on the entire length 

on both sides of the road, it was considered this might be excessive and prevent people 

parking near the gates into the woods. Harlex/their site staff seem to park at the far end 

routinely. It might be useful to protect some passing places though. Mrs Lindley 

suggested that the current lines should be extended far enough so that their end could not 

be seen from Brewers Road. 
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It was unknown what funding would be available for any of this. Cllr Sweetland had said 

that the Parish Council could apply to him as one possible source as he has a small 

amount of discretionary funding. We would need to make a very good case. Mr Lane 

reported that the lowest quotation for repainting the white lines in the Village Hall car 

park is £500. 

 

Mrs Lindley suggested the way forward initially would be for her to write a discussion 

document to accompany the drawings describing the various possibilities and the reasons 

why they might be appropriate. The Parish Council would then need to meet with 

Highways to get their advice about what was actually reasonable and possible, and likely 

costs. She also asked whether the Parish Council should consult widely with parishioners 

over these kinds of plans but the general advice was that it would not be easy or 

necessarily helpful to the process. 

 

Some of the existing yellow lines are now in poor condition which might make their 

restrictions unenforceable. Mrs Lindley agreed to take that up with Kent Highways 

separately, to ask for those lines to be repainted. 

 

Mr Theobald mentioned that the yellow lines at the entrance to Pondfield Lane from the 

Ridgeway had appeared without them having been requested or approved by the Parish 

Council. 

 

61 Feedback from GBC/KCC Transport Meetings 

 

There are two different meetings: the GBC transport forum on which we are represented 

by Mr Bugg, and the GBC/KCC Joint Transport Board which is attended by Mr Theobald 

in his capacity as a Borough Councillor.  Any relevant matters will be relayed back to this 

Committee.  

 

62 Any Other Business 

 

(a) Formation of Short-Term Working Group Regarding Neighbourhood/Area Plans:   

 

The matter had been referred from the Council meeting on 24th September 2015, to form 

a working group under the auspices of the Planning and Highways Committee. The 

membership suggested at that meeting was John Bugg, Susan Lindley, Robin Theobald 

and Bob Lane and David Hart had also requested to be involved.  George Dent was asked 

if he was also interested but said that he had no strong feelings about that so the 

membership remained as previously agreed. However, Mr Lane was unhappy that the 

Group was too large and that there would be more evening meetings so advised the 

Committee that he was withdrawing from the membership. 

 

There was some general and repeat discussion about keeping an open mind, the obvious 

pros and cons, the lack of a requirement or set timescale to undertake a neighbourhood 

plan, possibly following the steps set out in the Roadmap guide which was linked from 

the e-mail from Wendy Lane that had been forwarded to all members on 25th September 

2015. It was generally agreed that informal discussion with other Parish Councils going 

through similar thinking processes would probably be beneficial (e.g. Cobham or Cliffe 

Woods) as would be getting further information about their experiences and reasoning 

from Councils which had started the process but abandoned it. We could alternatively 
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produce a Parish Plan (but these are non-statutory) or an Area Action Plan (as part of the 

Local Plan) rather than a Neighbourhood Plan. Mrs Lindley suggested that the best 

approach might be to start with the simplest and work our way up in complexity. 

 

There was discussion about where and when the first meeting would take place. Mrs 

Lindley offered to host them. As Mr Theobald was likely to be the most time constrained 

member he was asked to provide some possible dates for the first meeting before the end 

of November. 

 

(b) Frequency and Dates of Meetings in 2016:   

 

Mrs Martin had started work on future meeting dates prior to becoming unwell, which 

had obviously interrupted the process. The first step is to get their meeting dates from 

GBC in order to avoid clashes, but their meetings are only set 6 months at a time so are 

only presently known up to April 2016. Mrs Lindley suggested that the Parish Council 

should follow suit as doing otherwise would lead to clashes and changed dates in the 

second half of the year. The next steps are to ascertain availability of the Parish Clerk and 

Village Hall, followed by those of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of each meeting. Mr 

Lane had independently suggested some draft dates but we are presently lacking enough 

information to validate these. It was not clear whether his suggestion to have additional 

meetings of the Planning and Highways (and Footpaths, Properties and Greens) 

Committee would be helpful and Mrs Lindley pointed out that these do have additional 

costs for hiring the room, and Parish Clerk’s hours to attend and write up the minutes, 

which the Parish Council would need to budget for. Mr Theobald will try to find out more 

about the future dates from Mrs Martin as soon as she is well enough. 

 

 (c) Land opposite the Rose and Crown:  There had been two letters received from 

parishioners (including recently as part of Mrs Cheryl Marsh’s e-mail of 12th October) 

asking the Parish Council to clear up this land. For the record therefore, the land is 

privately owned, the landowner having previously applied to build a house there but 

permission had been refused. We do not know why it is being left derelict, it had been 

expected that there would be a further application made with a better design and layout. 

 

The Parish Council’s powers as regards private land are very limited and there would also 

be the question of bearing the cost. Land can be tidied up (and this site has in fact been 

tidied in the past) if the condition is very poor and dangerous (i.e. a lot of dumping has 

taken place) or there is a demonstrable health hazard. Although Mrs Marsh mentioned 

rats breeding on the land there had not been any other reports confirming this.  

 

63 Matters Raised by Members and any attending parishioners (including any matters 

 not primarily under the remit of this Committee but discussed for convenience). 

 

 (a) E-mails and correspondence to the Parish Clerk:  Mrs Lindley reported that while Mrs 

Martin is unwell she had volunteered to vet e-mails forwarded by Mrs Martin’s daughters 

from the Parish e-mail account.  Mrs Lindley apologised for the likelihood of her sending 

the wrong things to the wrong people. There had not apparently been much paper 

correspondence although they had mentioned one envelope (non-urgent) for Mr 

Theobald. 
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 (b) Temporary Parish Clerk:  Should Mrs Martin remain unwell there could be the need to 

hire a temporary replacement, and this will have to be budgeted. 

 

 (c) Condition of Village Hall Roof:  Mr Bugg reported (prior to leaving the meeting earlier) 

that it had been found that some roof battens are rotten and sarking felt disintegrated, and 

these areas will need repairing. 

 

 (d) Loose/Rocking Manhole Cover in Woodlands Lane:  Mr Lane informed that there is a 

British Telecom manhole cover in Woodlands Lane where the screws have come loose so 

that the cover rocks and bangs when driven over.  With members approval he undertook 

to raise the matter with BT in order to effect repairs. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.00pm. 



PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 20th OCTOBER 2015 - Item 60  

Ref Address Description SPC Submission Decision 

GR/2014/0816 
(Revised) 
Mr Richard 
Springhall 
 
(Standing orders, to 
be minuted 20/10) 

6 Wykeham Close 
Shorne West, Kent DA12 
4QL 

Erection of a front porch The Council wishes to make the following representations. 
The Council wishes to register an OBJECTION to the planning application on the following grounds:- 
1. The design proposed is out of keeping with the overall area where all the houses of this type have identically designed 
front elevations with a tiled projection (over the bay window, front door and garage) running right across the front. 
2.  Adding a porch on the front sets a precedent for the other properties to follow suit so great care is needed over the 
permitted design. 
3.  The Council considers that the porch design currently proposed projects too far forward of the tiled overhang and needs 
to be of lesser depth in order not to look incongruous (see previous comments submitted in October 2014). 
4.  The porch design currently proposed projects 2.0 metres from the existing front wall.  The Council would prefer a design 
that projects at most only twice the depth of the bay window, which would appear to be 1.5 metres, but preferably less. 
 

Permitted 

GR/2015/0585 
Mr John Lambell 
 
(Standing orders, to 
be minuted 20/10)  

The Chapel, 5 The 
Street, Shorne, Kent 
DA12 3EA 

Application for the variation of 
condition 9 attached to planning 
permission Ref No 2011/52 for the con-
version of former chapel into a four 
bedroom dwell-ing involving demolition 
of existing rear extension and erection 
of a part two storey and part single 
storey rear/side extension; to allow a 
reduction in the height to the obscure 
glazing in the kitchen window on the 
east elevation at first floor level from 
900mm to 600mm with three 5mm 
gaps at the bottom. 

NO OBJECTION TBA 

GR/2015/0719 
Mr N Masoud 
 
(Standing orders, to 
be minuted 20/10) 

Brackenside, Pear Tree 
Lane, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent  DA12 
3JX 

Demolition of existing two-storey 
dwelling and garage buildings and 
erection of a detached two-storey 
dwelling, together with widening of the 
vehicular access onto a classified road. 

The Council wishes to make the following representations: 
The Council wishes to register an objection to the planning application on the following grounds: 
1)  The design proposed is out of keeping with the overall area where successful house designs are generally 
more traditional in character.  The Council would like to see a traditional pitched main roof design, in tile or 
slate, which it considers would also have advantages in terms of providing storage space and future flexibility of 
use for the new building. 
2)  The building as presently proposed would be very visually intrusive from the roadway.  The Council considers 
that it should be possible to design a building that is modern on the inside while employing more traditional 
materials and being much less visually intrusive externally.  
3)  There are too many different exterior facing treatments unnecessarily proposed.  They do not harmonise 
with each other, introduce alien materials and do not reflect those that are commonly used locally and 
historically in this part of Kent.  Suitable alternative materials could include red brick, Kentish ragstone, flints, 
oak front door and oak or painted (black or white) slatted boards. 
4)  The Council does not see the need for removal of the entire roadside hedge and screening trees (5 on the 
boundary to the road, one on the new side wall line) and requests that the minimum actual removal 
requirements for establishing the sightlines should be clarified and then adopted, with as much as possible of 
the existing hedge line being retained or otherwise replanted.  Planting should also be installed to soften the 
appearance of the new side wall. 
The Council also notes the following: 
a) The proposal for the new property to be set further back from the road is approved. 
b)  The mechanical heat pump plant has been located away from the neighbouring property but consideration should be 
given to the need for additional noise screening. 

TBA 

GR/2015/0722 
Mr & Mrs Solomon-
Soul Farinto 
(Standing orders, to 
be minuted 20/10) 
 

Green Acres, Woodlands 
Lane, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent DA12 
3HH. 

Conversion of integral garage into 
enlarged kitchen and erection of a 
single storey attached garage on the 
south western side elevation. 
 
 

The Council wishes to make the following representations: 
The Council has no objection to the planning application. 
 
 
 

Permitted 
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GR/2015/0833 
Mr Kamal Kahn 
 
(Standing orders, to 
be minuted 20/10)  
 

37 Davys Place, Shorne 
West, Kent DA12 4DL. 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension to connect existing extended 
dwelling to the detached swimming 
poor enclosure.  
 
 

NO OBJECTION Permitted 

GR/2015/0838 
Mr Gill Singh 
 
(Standing orders, 
to be minuted 
20/10)  

12 Crown Green, 
Shorne, Kent DA12 3DT. 

“REVISED PLANS” Construction of two 
dormer windows in the rear roof slope 
involving an increase in the ridge height 
of the roof to provide two bedrooms 
and ensuite in the roof space.  

The Council wishes make the following representations. 
The Council wishes to register an OBJECTION to the application on the following grounds:- 
(a)  The dormer windows are ill-proportioned and out of character with the building. The roofs of the dormers 
are too high in relation to ridge of the main roof. The windows in the dormers are to high when compared with 
those existing on the other floors.    
(b)  There is no indication on the submitted drawings to indicate how the proposed dormers would be clad. 
The Council notes that the proposal replaces the single large dormer proposed under reference GR/2014/0892. The Council 
consider two dormers is an improvement on the previous application but the proposal is still not acceptable. 
 
 

TBA 

GR/2015/0875 
The Nook Pet 
Partners Ltd 
 
(Discussed 24/9 and 
to be minuted 
20/10) 

Boughurst Cottage, 45 
Brewers Road, Cobham 
and Gravesend, Kent 
DA12 3HD. 

Erection of four replacement buildings 
to accom-modate (i) kennels (ii) cattery 
(iii) small animal hotel (iv) 
reception/shop/office/staff 
accommodation/grooming and storage, 
together with associated parking, 
turning and manoeuvring space within 
the site. Relocation of vehicular access 
onto Brewers Road and stopping-up of 
existing access onto A2 slip road and 
associate landscaping. 

The Council has NO OBJECTION to the planning application but would like to see the following conditions applied:-  
a) Roof of cottage to remain thatched and period features to be retained in accord with the property’s historical 
importance in the locality.  
b) Screening trees and vegetation to be retained and enhanced wherever possible.  
c) Safety and suitability of the new vehicular access to Brewers Road. The Council notes the relocation of the vehicular 
access, which will lead to some road safety improvements on the A2 sliproad, but at the same time potentially create new 
hazards on Brewers Road. These occur due to the proximity of the vehicular access to the sliproad, the speed of traffic 
travelling in both directions at that point and also the poor sightline for traffic approaching the new driveway from across 
the A2 bridge. The Council believes that Kent Highways were consulted during the previous successful planning application 
in 2010 but notes that traffic volumes have increased since then, so would request that they be consulted again on the 
suitability and layout of the new access location so that a formal assessment and approval of the new vehicular access will 
be on record. 
 
 

TBA 

GR/2015/0891 
Mr G Bullas 
(Re-application) 
 
(Standing orders, 
to be minuted 
20/10) 
 
 

St Govans, Swillers Lane, 
Shorne, Kent DA12 3ED. 

Erection of a part two storey and part 
single storey extension on the eastern 
side elevation, single storey extension 
on the western side elevation and 
erection of a front porch.   

The Council wishes to make the following representations:- 
The Council has NO OBJECTION to the planning application. The Council notes this is a reduction in size from the previous 
proposals to which the Council did not object. 

Permitted 

GR/2015/0916 
Mr Gurpal Dale 
 
(Discussed 24/9 
and to be minuted 
20/10) 
 
 

Greenfields, Gravesend 
Road, Shorne, 
Gravesend, Kent DA12 
3JH 

Application for a Lawful Development 
Certificate in respect of the proposed 
erection of a single storey side 
extension. 

NO OBJECTION TBA 
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GR/2015/0925 
Mr K Gozzet 
 
 
(Discussed 24/9 
and to be minuted 
20/10) 

Warren Farm, Swillers 
Lane, Shorne, Kent. 

Application for the determination as to 
whether prior approval is required for 
the design, external appearance and 
exterior works associated with the 
proposed conversion of the barn to 
residential use under Class Q(b) of the 
Town & Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) (Order) 2015.  

The Council wishes make the following representations. 
The Council has no objection in principle to the application, however: 
(a)  The Council notes the application refers to Class Q(b) of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) (Order) 2015 which states that: 
       “(b)  building operations reasonably necessary to convert the building referred to in 
        paragraph (a) to a use falling within Class C3 (dwellinghouses) of that Schedule.” 
The Council would interpret this clause as referring only to the building itself and not to any external works.  Further to 
that, the Council would suggest that external works are engineering operations and not building operations. 
As such the Council considers that prior approval is required. 
(b)  The Council has no objection to the plan as submitted and the indicative curtilage, means of access and parking 
arrangements etc shown.    
(c)  In the circumstances of the site the Council would ask that the permitted development rights are removed by 
condition, to protect the amenity of the area, and no extension of the curtilage should take place without the express 
consent of the Local Planning Authority. 
(d)  Due to the sensitivity of the site and the extent of feelings locally about the permission for conversion, the Council 
considers that it would be prudent for full planning permission to be sought for every aspect of works to be undertaken. 
 

TBA 

 

 


