
MEETING No. 2 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

 

Minutes of the Footpaths Properties & Greens Committee  

Meeting held on 11 September 2014 in Shorne Village Hall 
 

 

 PRESENT  Mr R Dinnis (Chairman) 

   Mr R Cooper 

Mr R Theobald 

    Mr D Hart 

      

APOLOGIES  for absence were received from Mr B Wilkinson  

and Mr M Brett  

            

 

12 Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 May 2014 

 

The minutes were AGREED as a true record.  

   

13 Matters Arising from the Minutes  

 

 There were no matters arising from the Minutes.  

 

14 New Siting of Notice Board in Thong (4) 

 

 The Parish Council would like to re-site the notice board in Thong as the 

present location is a hazard to get to, due to the speed of traffic. An alternate 

location has been proposed which is to move the notice board next to the post 

box going south in Thong. Permission will have to be sought from the owner 

of Cheneys Farm. Mr Brett will deal with this.  

 

15 Shorne Village Hall – Drain in Car Park (7) 

 

Mr Bugg has contacted a contractor who has visited the site. He will hire the 

equipment to take up the cover to the gully. The costs for this is to be borne by 

the Parish Council.  

 

16 Football Club - Lease (8) 
 

Mr Theobald reported that he will contact a Notary Public (Commissioner of 

Oaths) to get the certificates signed by representatives of the Football Club 

and the Parish Council. This will be carried out towards the end of October 

2014. 

 

17 Crabbles Bottom - Clearance of Vegetation on Bridlepath (9) 

 

Mr Dinnis reported that he has drawn up a specification for the works for the 
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ongoing maintenance at Crabbles Bottom which has been circulated to 

members of the Committee. Mr Wilkinson and Mr Dinnis have carried out a 

tour of Crabbles Bottom. There are several overgrown footpaths - NS321 

which runs along the northern perimeter. The bridleway runs parallel to the 

fence and cycleway. There is a total length of ¾ mile of bridleway and 

footpath to be cleared. Three contractors have been asked for quotations for 

the work. He has also sought the assistance of Graham Russling, the PROW 

Manager at KCC. The first grass cutting is to be in the spring. 

 

Mr Theobald will see if he has any mapping covering the area. The Committee 

agreed to Mr Dinnis’ proposals in principle subject to the Committee’s 

consideration of the estimates received. 

 

Mr Dinnis will undertake to summarise the history of Crabbles Bottom since  

acquired the land from KCC.  

 

18 Rights of Way (10) 

 

    Shornemead - Re-Opening of the Level Crossing (49a) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

No further progress on this. Mr Theobald will contact the Footpaths Officer.  

Mr Hart mentioned that there is a series of locks on the gate at Shornemead 

Crossing. 

 

19 Landscaping Strip off Michael Gardens 

 

Following a letter being sent to David Hughes, Chief Executive at GBC about 

this, Mrs Thornton, the Property Services Manager contacted the Clerk. Mrs 

Thornton has spoken to Mr Theobald with the intention of a site meeting being 

arranged with GBC. A reply has also been received from David Hughes 

advising that a joint site inspection by planning and property officers has 

confirmed that the adjoining owner to the site has, without permission from 

the Borough Council, removed the fence between the garden and the amenity 

area and erected a large marquee. This is being pursued with the owner by 

planning officers. He will advise again when the outcome of the dialogue with 

the owner in question is known and also in the light of any further discussions 

with Mr Theobald and possibly other parish councillors if a site meeting is 

held. 

 

20       Obstruction of Footpath in Court Wood 

 

A site meeting took place. It would appear that someone has carried out devel-

opment in Court Wood. A site meeting with the Borough Council is to be 

requested to discuss the matter. 

 

 21 Bus Shelter on A226 Adjacent to Pear Tree Lane 
 

Mr Dinnis reported that the bus shelter on the A226 adjacent to Pear Tree 

Lane is the responsibility of the Arriva Bus Co. It was agreed to write to the 

Bus Co about this. 
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22 Provision of Bark for Play Equipment at Mill Hill Lane 

   

This was completed on 2 September 2014. 

 

23 Bus Shelters at Shorne Crossroads 
 

The steam cleaning has been carried out.  Mr Theobald reported that he had 

contacted Stuart Alford just after the cleaning had been carried out because he 

was contacted again by the lady who complained about the state of the bus 

shelter. It would appear that a vagrant is sleeping in the bus shelter and 

urinating in it as there was evidence to this effect. It was agreed to ask Dilpreet 

Gosal, our PCSO to check on this. 

 

 24 Damage to Fencing at the Recreation Ground 

 

Gravesend Fencing has carried out the works to the damaged fencing and 

broken fence post and supplied and fitted approx. 15m new 1.2m plastic 

coated chain-link fencing and one new post at a cost of £377.00 + £75.40 

(VAT) = £452.40. A cheque for the cost for the works was received from Mr 

T Nelson, at Orchard Lea Farm, Shorne Ifield Road in August 2014. 

 

 25 Possible Ash Die Back at “Kiora”, Green Farm Lane 
 

Mr Dinnis reported that he has been in contact with Denise Leppard, who lives 

at “Kiora”, Green Farm Lane who reported possible Ash die back on Footpath 

NS157. As it was difficult to establish this from a distance on a site visit, as 

Mr Dinnis was unable to see Denise Leppard, he has suggested she looks at 

this again later in the year. He also passed on the Forestry Commission links. 

 

 26 Responsibility for Boundary Fencing on A2 at Claylane Woods 

 

Mr Dinnis has visited the site twice re: motorcycle nuisance. He reported that 

he could find no trespass by motorcycles. There is a lot of rubbish in the area. 

The Parish Council needs to find out who owns the land. Mr Dinnis will try 

the Land Registry to establish this.  

 

 27 Responsibility for Maintenance of the Footpath Opposite the See Ho Pub 

 

Mr Dinnis reported that the clearance of Footpath NS156 is the responsibility 

of KCC and that he spoke to Mr John Pelham at KCC about this. There 

appears to be some confusion over the status of the footpath. Mr Pelham will 

get the footpath cleared. Mr Dinnis has also spoken to Mr Leanney who raised 

the problem. 

 

 28 Overgrown Hedge at Pondfield Lane/The Ridgeway 

 

  Mr Dinnis reported that hedge has been cut back by the Borough Council. 

 

 29 Replacement of Pear Tree in Tanyard Hill 

 

  The “ornamental” pear tree in Tanyard Hill will be replaced in the autumn. 
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 30 Replacement of of Wooden Post at SCR from Woodlands Lane 

   

 Kevin Law has re-instated the chestnut post into the ground with concrete. 

 

31 Matters for Future Consideration 
 

(a)   Mr Theobald reported that Miss Newton is still concerned about the noise from   

  the Playgroup. 

 

(b)  It was reported that a Barn Dance was held at Warren Farm the previous  Satur- 

 day. Mr Dinnis reported that he had met the organiser of the event. 

 

 

There being no other business the meeting closed at 9.14pm. 


