
Meeting No 8 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

20 February 2014 in Shorne Village Hall 
 

 

 PRESENT  Mr M Brett  (Chairman) 

    Mr B Wilkinson  

Mr J Pooley 

Mr D Hart  

Mrs H Shove 

 

 ALSO IN  Ms Kay Clarke, KCC Early Years, Education Dept 

ATTENDANCE         Miss P Clifton, 1 Hanbury Cottages, The Ridgeway 

      22 Parishioners 

 

APOLOGIES  for absence were received from Mr R Dinnis 

Mr R Cooper and Mr R Theobald 

     

 

The Chairman suspended Standing Orders, in order to allow parishioners to speak. 

 

84 Matters Raised by Parishioners 

Proposed Day Nursery in the Applestore, at Warren Farm, Swillers Lane 

 

Parishioners in Swillers Lane, Warren View and Hollands Close had received a letter 

from Paul Steed advising of a proposed Day Nursery in the Applestore, at Warren 

Farm in Swillers Lane. Parishioners had attended the Council meeting, including Ms 

Kay Clarke, from KCC Early Years, Education Dept, to voice their disapproval to this 

proposal. 

As was pointed out, several points in Paul Steed’s letter were unsubstantiated and not 

true. The Head of Shorne C of E School had seen the letter and was not in support of 

the Day Nursery and had not agreed, nor intended working with, Paul Steed. The 

School was also was hoping to have their own breakfast club. Mr Brett reported that 

he, Caroline Conroy, the Head of the School and Paul Steed will be meeting up on 

Friday to discuss the matter of the proposed Day Nursery.  

Mr Brett pointed out that there is a Pre School at the village hall. Mr Theobald had 

also been alerted by the officers at the Regulatory Board meeting of the Borough 

Council that this was in the offing. Mr Brett reported that the Parish Council would be 

advised of this by way of a planning application. There had been many attempts for 

the applestore to be changed to commercial use but were turned down and as it is an 
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agricultural building, it is most certainly was not suitable for people. 

Ms Kay Clarke from KCC Early Years, Education Dept, quoted the day nursery 

figures for the Shorne/Cobham/Luddesdown area. She went on to say that in order for 

such a nursery to be sustainable, they would have to have 60 children at the proposed 

nursery.  

As one parishioner pointed out, the building is not suitable for children and that it 

would probably cost £100,000 to make it suitable for this purpose. Another reported 

that the traffic problems created would be horrendous as the other day he counted 

twenty-four cars parked in the area which he had to wait to depart before he could get 

into his house and this would be exacerbated if the day nursery went ahead though it 

was mentioned that it was likely that there may be some parking facilities on site.  

Various parishioners voiced their disapproval to the proposed day nursery, including 

the fact that if it were to go ahead, it would be like a building site with lorries etc 

while the works were being carried out. 

The Parish Council decided to await a planning application. Parishioners asked who 

as individuals they should write to and were advised to write to Clive Gilbert, the 

Planning Services Manager and to John Burden, the Leader at the Borough Council. 

The Village Hall Management Committee will also be writing expressing their dis-

approval to the proposal. 

The Parish Council would in the meantime draft a letter to Paul Steed, but to hold on-

to this in the meantime pending the outcome of the meeting between the Head of the 

school, Mr Brett and Paul Steed. 

Several members of the public thanked the Parish Council for allowing them to dis-

cuss the issue. The Chairman then thanked everyone for attending the meeting and 

also reminded and encouraged them to attend the Parish Assembly on Thursday, 15 

May 2014 at 7.30pm. 

 

 The meeting then returned to the Agenda. 

 

85 Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 January 2014 

 

 The minutes were AGREED and signed as a true record.  

 

86 Footway at Top of Forge Lane (69) 

 

The remedial works on the fencing have been carried out. Now waiting to be invoiced 

for the works. 

 

87 Crabbles Bottom (70) 

 

Because it will be too late to wait to fully discuss the proposed programme of works  
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for Crabbles Bottom in detail, as contactors will need to be sourced and it will then be 

too late in the year to carry out the works, Mr Brett proposed:- 

 

“that some of the works should go ahead up to £10,000.00, which was seconded 

by Mr Wilkinson”.  The motion was carried.  

 

Anything above that amount will have to be endorsed by the full Council. Mr 

Wilkinson will source contractors and make the arrangements for the works to be put 

in hand. The programme of works is to be dealt with by the Footpaths, Properties & 

Green Committee. 

 

Mrs Shove reported that Kevin Law had made a good job with cutting back the 

vegetation along the pathway beside the fencing to lower the path from Crutches Lane  

to the kissing gate at Bowesden Lane and strimming and cutting back the sapling 

vegetation etc 2 metres wide along the bridlepath to the top end of the woods. She 

reported further that the surface on the bridlepath is unsuitable for horses and bark is 

needed there which may need to be replaced every five years. The matter was left for 

Mr Wilkinson to contact the Country Park to see if they can supply the bark or 

whether this can be purchased from them. 

 

88 Shornemead Crossing (71) 

 

Nothing further to report. Mr Theobald has advised that this matter is now 6th in the 

queue on the KCC list. Cllr Sweetland will check on this matter. 

 

89 Lower Thames Crossing (72) 

 

 Nothing further to report. 

 

90 Gravesham Local Development Framework (Local Plan)  (73) 

 

Mr Brett reported that he had had a long talk with John Burden and Wendy Lane and 

that he made clear his disapproval with the number of houses proposed. 

 

91 Wall at Village Hall, Adjacent to 14 The Street (74) 

 

Miss Newton had reported having water in her garage. The slight dampness that is 

present is being monitored by Mr Bugg in conjunction with the builder who carried 

out the works. 

 

92 Shorne Football Club – Lease (75) 

 

The current lease with the Football Club which expires on 20 December 2014 was 

examined by members of the Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee on 6 

February 2014 and various changes and amendments were made. Mr Theobald is 
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currently working on the draft lease but he needs the names and addresses of the 

Club’s Officers and there are still some issues to be resolved.  

 

Mr Wilkinson reported that he now had the information required regarding the Club’s 

Officers and that they had recommended that the lease be for fifteen years. This was 

agreed by Council. He also suggested that the Club should have a Youth Team, of 

which the Officers were in favour. 

 

The draft lease is to be recommended to the full Council before a new lease is issued 

to the Football Club. It was agreed that this should be “a non-exclusive Agreement”. 

 

93 Traffic Lights at Shorne Crossroads 

 

Mr Brett reported that because of a recent accident at Shorne Crossroads, the Parish 

Council had discussed having traffic lights or a mini roundabout there but this was 

considered impractical. KCC had decided to turn off street lights earlier at night in 

order to save energy but he insisted that the lights at Shorne Crossroads should not be 

turned off. 

 

94 Vandalism in Woodlands Lane 

 

The Parish Council had been contacted by several parishioners in Woodlands Lane, 

drawing the Council’s attention to the vandalism in Woodlands Lane and the fly 

tipping on Shorne Common Rough. Mr Wilkinson reported that he had obtained three 

chestnut butts from the Country Park and he had asked Kevin Law to install the 

chestnut butts to the entrance so that there was now no vehicular access into Shorne 

Common Rough. He has also arranged for Shorne Scouts to litter pick the area. It was 

agreed to make a donation to Shorne Scouts; the amount to be decided by the Parish 

Council.  

 

95 Report by County Cllr B Sweetland 

 

 No report. 

 

96 Planning & Highways Committee 

 

No report.  

 

(a)    Interactive Sign at The Ridgeway 

 

Ben Hilden, Traffic Engineer, Highways and Transportation at KCC advised the 

Parish Council that the interactive sign at The Ridgeway will be installed on 

Thursday, 27 February 2014. Mr Theobald will meet with Ben Hilden prior to this on 

Tuesday, 25 February 2014 in the morning. 
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(b)    Blocked gullies have been reported to Kent Highways as follows:- 

 

     (i)    Mill Hill Lane - both gullies east and west of junction - Ref: 17438451 

     (ii)   Forge Lane - east side of junction with Crown Lane - Ref: 17438453 

   (iii)  Tanyard Hill - east side, adjacent to property known as “Ines Coillte”  

           - Ref: 17438354 

(iv)  Warren View - east side at junction with Swillers Lane - Ref: 17438355 

 

(c)    It was reported that the drain is blocked in Crown Lane by the traffic barrier. This   

   will be reported to Kent Highways. Ref: 17439090. 

 

97 Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 

 

(a)    Lock on Gate at Recreation Ground 

 

A new padlock has been purchased and is on the gate to the recreation ground. The 

special keys have been distributed to keyholders at a cost of £6.00 per key. The total 

cost for the new padlock and keys is £136.20 - £48.00 (money received from 

keyholders) = £88.20.    

 

(b)    Shorne Village Hall - Soakaway/Manhole & Gully in Car Park 

 

An order had been placed with Cleansing Services Group (CSG) to remove the silt to 

the soakaway/manhole and gully in the car park at the Village Hall. They came on 

Monday, 17 February 2014 and cleared the gully. However, Mr Theobald has advised 

that they were unable to lift the cover to gain access to the soakaway/manhole. The 

Parish Council needs to find a contractor to get the cover freed and then CSG to return 

to carry out the works. Mr Theobald is seeking a contractor to free the cover.  

 

(c)    Fallen Trees Reported to Kent Highways 

 

Fallen tree in Crown Lane - Ref: 17020121 

Tree obstructing Malthouse Lane, at the Crown Lane end - Ref: 18007323 

 

It was reported that there is part of a tree that has come down in Malthouse Lane at the 

junction with Crown Lane. This will be reported to Kent Highways. Ref: 17439091. 

 

   98  Meetings of Outside Bodies 

 

(a)    Shorne C of E School - Board of Governors 

 

Mrs Shove attended the meeting held on 22 January 2014. She reported that the 

curriculum will be changing. The library is being converted two days a week at 

present to be used as a Play Therapy Room. The school is hoping to build a proper 

Play Therapy Room with the assistance of a grant of £500.00 from the Parish Council. 

 



 6 

99  Finance 

 

(a)   UK Power Networks Wayleave (Paid into Barclays Bank)   £    4. 60 

 

(b)   Shorne Scouts   Peppercorn Rent (Paid into Barclays Bank)          . 05 

 

(c)   Public Works Loans 6th Repayment on Loan - 24 March 2014             

        Board (PWLB)  (Paid By Direct Debit)                                   £1623. 48 

 

(d)   Talk Talk   Account (Feb’14)      £  37. 07  

           (Paid by DD)  VAT       £    7. 41   

£  44. 48 

======

    

(e)   Talk Talk   Account (March’14)      £  34. 65 

  (Paid by DD)  VAT       £    6. 93   

£  41. 58 

======   

(f)   The following accounts were passed for payment and cheques issued. 

              

Smith of Derby Servicing Church Clock    £174. 00 

   VAT           34. 80 

          £208. 80 

          ====== 

 

Mr B Wilkinson New Lock & Keys for Rec Ground Gate  £136. 20 

   Less money received from keyholders for keys       -   48. 00 

          £  88. 20 

          ====== 

 

Geerings  Photocopier (Dec/Jan/Feb 2014)   £    6. 77 

   VAT       £    1. 35 

          £    8. 12 

          ====== 

 

Morgan & Co   Timber for Notice Boards    £112. 03 

(Strood) Ltd  VAT           22. 41 

          £134. 44 

          ====== 

 

Mr R Bardoe  Materials and making of two Notice Boards  £558. 44 

 

Mrs T Martin  Postage & Stationery     £  34. 26   

 

Kevin Law  Installation of three chestnut butts at entrance to 

   Shorne Common Rough, from Woodlands Lane £140. 00 
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Mrs L Brown  Bus Shelter Cleaning     £  55. 00 

           

Mrs T Martin  Salary - February’ 2014              £ 758. 23 

   Less Tax        - 80. 81  

                    £ 677. 42 

          ====== 

Inland Revenue Tax deducted from Clerk’s Salary    £  80. 81  

   PC’s Contributions for NI    £  16. 18  

          £  96. 99 

          ====== 

 

Mrs T Martin  Salary - March’ 2014               £ 758. 23 

   Less Tax        - 80. 81  

                    £ 677. 42 

          ====== 

Inland Revenue Tax deducted from Clerk’s Salary    £  80. 81  

   PC’s Contributions for NI    £  16. 18  

          £  96. 99 

          ====== 

 

100 Correspondence 

 

There were no items of correspondence. 

 

101 Matters Raised by Parishioners 
 

Mr Powers, at Sandpit Cottages, The Ridgeway, reported that residents were now 

parking outside their properties, instead of on the recreation ground, which may be 

due to the wetness following the rains. He asked whether a barrier for the cars to park 

on at their houses would be allowed. Someone suggested grasscrete. He was advised 

that Kent Highways would not agree to posts and that he could check with them as to 

what would be allowed. 
 

102 Matters Raised by Members 
 

(a)   Mr Hart referring to the letter from Paul Steed regarding the proposed Day Nursery at    

the Applestore at Warren Farm, asked whether the Pre School at the village hall over-

subscribed. He was advised that they were not. Also the e-mail address for Hannah 

Toogood at the bottom of the letter from Paul Steed, for the deputy manager, which 

included “Steed” in the address, was she a relative of Paul Steed? Nobody knew 

whether she was a relative of Paul Steed. Also are licences required to run a Day 

Nursery and would the staff need qualifications. It was thought that they would 

probably need to fulfil the necessary requirements to run a Day Nursery. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.  


