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MEETING No. 3 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Footpaths Properties & Greens Committee  

Meeting held on 16 November 2017 in Shorne Village Hall 
 

 

PRESENT   Mr R Lane (Chairman) 

 Mr R Cooper 

Mr R Theobald 

  Mr J Bugg  

Mr C Rea  

Mr R Hardy 

Mrs S Lindley 

   Miss P Clifton 

       

ALSO IN Mr A Watson, Thong 

ATTENDANCE  

   

 

34 Matters Raised by Parishioners 

 

 Mr Watson drew attention to Footpath NS167 which runs from Thong Lane to 

Shorne Woods Country Park. He reported that the steps leading up to the 

Country Park have been removed.  Mr Watson also reported that a horse rider 

removed part of a fence so that he can ride to the Country Park, but this has 

since been reinstated.  Mr Lane undertook to make enquiries to KCC 

regarding the status of NS167 with regards to horse riding, and to report the 

damaged steps.   

 

35 Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 September 2017 

 

The minutes were agreed as a true record.  

 

36 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

37 Update on Shorne Common Land adjacent to Brier Cottage, and to 

approve additional maintenance expenditure (18 & 19) 

 

A letter was sent to Mr Fish on 12 September requesting that the grass 

adjacent to Brier Cottage should not be cut to a higher standard or frequency 

than the main part of Shorne Common. Mr Fish replied that he was unable to 

reduce the cutting frequency as this would cause damage to his lawnmower.   
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Mr Lane has approached Gravesham Borough Council and they are prepared 

to include the land in their regular cutting programme for Shorne Common, at 

a cost of £50 per season. The chestnut butts have been installed by AGS 

Hoarding & Fencing Ltd with sufficient space to allow access for GBC’s 

mower. The Committee AGREED the additional £50 per season expenditure. 

 

Mr Fish kindly provided an additional Shorne Common sign and this has now 

been installed. 

 

38 To Receive an update on the CCTV Scheme (21) 

 

KCC has provided the Parish Council with a Member’s grant of £2,160 which 

covers the full capital cost of the CCTV system. The Parish Council has 

thanked Kent County Councillor Bryan Sweetland for his support with this 

application.  A review of CCTV recordings has been requested on two 

occasions, once by the Police in which an incident was recorded, and once by 

a parishioner whose motorcycle had been stolen. The ANPR camera 

established that the motorcycle was not recorded passing through the village.  

 

It was noted that the impending EU General Data Protection Regulation will 

impact on charges for Subject Access Requests. 

 

39 Report on Litter Patrol (22) 
 

Over 30 volunteers participated in the Litter Patrol and fly tipping clearance 

on Saturday 21 October 2017. More fly tipping was dumped in Shorne Ifield 

Road within two hours of completing the clearance work. Eight folding 

“Caution - Litter Picking” signs were obtained at a cost of £104 plus VAT, 

and were deployed around the parish. Unfortunately the two signs deployed in 

Green Farm Lane went missing, presumed stolen. 

 

40 Update on Maintenance at Crabbles Bottom (23) 

Mr Lane has circulated a report. Landscape Services were late in completing 

the flail cutting of the meadow and their response has not been good this year. 

It is proposed to carry out a similar programme of work during 2018, plus 

additional work to maintain access to the inset meadows.  Mr Lane’s report 

identifies two further sections of the perimeter fence where the posts have 

rotted and which will require repair or replacement. 

41 Pathway Obstructions in Court Wood (26) 

 

Mr Theobald reported that he spoke to the Enforcement Officer at GBC about 

a fortnight ago but nothing has been done about this. Mrs Lindley reported 

that she has asked John Pelham, the KCC Footpaths Officer, if he has GPS 

equipment. She is still trying to obtain a list of owners of the land in Court 

Wood. She was contacted by a Ms Shoard from Strood, who writes and 

campaigns concerning access to the countryside and land use conflicts.  
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Mrs Lindley pointed out that there are other woods in the parish that have the 

same issue with ancient tracks and where permitted rights may need to be 

withdrawn under Article 4. It was decided that these should be walked to 

identify the issues before requesting attendance of planning or enforcement 

officers.  Mr Theobald will arrange walks with members to carry this out. 

 

42 Swillers Lane Pathway Extension (27) 
 

 At the previous meeting, Mr Theobald reported that the land in question is 

farmed by Lilllichurch Farm in Higham and is owned by St John’s College, 

Cambridgeshire, and that the farmer would send Mr Theobald the agent’s 

details.  Mr Theobald will contact the farmer about this. 

  

43 Repairs to Gate at Shorne Recreation Ground (29)  

 

AGS Hoarding & Fencing have braced and re-hung the gate free of charge, 

and it is now opening and closing satisfactorily. However it will need 

replacing at some time. AGS Hoarding & Fencing have provided an estimate 

for a new like-for-like softwood gate and associated furniture, which would 

cost £365.00 plus VAT.  A galvanised steel gate would cost £393.00 plus 

VAT. The Committee agreed to take no further action for the time being. 

 

44 Shorne Common Rough Signage (31) 

 

 Unfortunately the smaller of the two new “village green” signs installed at 

Shorne Common Rough was pulled out of the ground by vandals. Mr Lane 

has since re-erected the sign post. 

 

45 Notice Boards 

 

 Mr Bugg has repainted the notice board at the village hall and fitted pin board 

material, assisted by Mr Lane. Pin board material has also been fitted to the 

notice board at The Ridgeway.  When posting notices regarding the Shorne 

West vacancy, Mr Lane noted that certain notices and agendas were missing 

from notice boards in Shorne West.  Mr Hardy agreed to take responsibility 

for keeping the Shorne West notice boards up to date. Mr Cooper will 

continue to place notices on the boards at Thong and Shorne Crossroads. 

 

46 Access to Vehicle Ownership Details 

 

 It was previously noted that two cars had been parked in The Street opposite 

the entrance to Crown Lane for a considerable period of time. The cars have 

since been moved. Mr Lane has made enquiries, and vehicle ownership details 

may be obtainable from the DVLA for a fee of £2.50 per application.   

 

47 To Consider a Proposal to Install Seating at Michael Gardens 

 

 Mr Rea has reported that he has been approached by a number of parishioners 

regarding the possibility of a bench on the open space off Michael Gardens.  

 Mr Lane has circulated details of “Forest Saver” benches provided by Earth 
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Anchors Ltd.  A simple moulded bench, as installed at Mill Hill Lane earlier 

this year, would cost £259 plus VAT. A similar type but with a back rest 

would cost £309 plus VAT. Shipping costs are estimated at £35 plus VAT.  

 If a ‘Shorne Parish Council’ plaque is required, this would cost £49 plus VAT 

in brass or £59 plus VAT in stainless steel. These benches are relatively easy 

to install, and the Committee was invited to consider approval of this pro-

posal. Members AGREED to a bench with a back rest, but no plaque. Mr 

Lane will contact GBC regarding the proposed location for the bench. 

 

48 Possible Funding for Automated External Defibrillator (AED) 

 

Mr Lane circulated a note on 25 October regarding the funding options should 

it be decided to obtain or fund an AED at the Village Hall. The essence of the 

note was that it may not be reasonable to expect the Village Hall to provide an 

external AED for use by the general public 24 hours a day, but that should the 

Parish Council decide to provide an external AED, the Village Hall may 

consider contributing towards its cost. If the Parish Council decides not to 

proceed, then the Village Hall’s preferred option is likely to be an AED inside 

the building. Following a discussion, it was agreed to take no further action. 

 

49 Any Other Business 

(a) Tree Survey at Shorne Common 

Invicta Arboriculture has carried out the second annual tree survey, at Shorne 

Common. The report has identified 2 oaks that require partial felling, one oak 

that requires limbs removed, and up to 6 elms that require felling. Mr Lane 

has inspected the area and considers that chestnut butts may need to be 

installed where the elms are removed. Quotations will be obtained, but as this 

is in a conservation area, the planning authority will need to be notified before 

work proceeds. Members AGREED to accept Mr Lane’s recommendations. 

 

(b) Parking issues near the See Ho 

Miss Clifton reported that she has seen traffic parking at the top end of 

Bowesden Lane during the day. It was suggested that she takes photographs 

of this. 

 

(c) Mr Theobald reported on the withdrawal of the plans for Stanford lorry park.  

 

(d) Mr Lane agreed to organise a leaflet drop for the vacancy in Shorne West. 

 

(e) Miss Clifton reported that she has collected a lot of litter left at the Recreation 

Ground, particularly after big matches. Mr Lane will write to the Football 

Club. 

 

(f) Miss Clifton reported that she noticed that the gate at the Recreation Ground 

has been left open on occasions. She has given her key to her neighbour in the 

meantime as an additional key is still awaited from Packhams.  

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm.  


