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Shorne Parish Council 
 Borough of Gravesham  

 

 

THE PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

February 2018 

Lower Thames Crossing 

Representatives from Shorne Parish Council met representatives from Highways England on 
21st December 2017 to discuss their latest thinking on the Lower Thames Crossing.  Whist we 
welcomed the removal of the A226 junction, we urged Highways England to extend the tunnel 
portals south of the A226, and to consider a cut & cover green bridge either side of Thong 
Lane.  We also urged Highways England to undertake further work on the A2 junction to 
improve local access to and from the A2, but to avoid creating rat-runs or attracting additional 
traffic to existing local roads.  We particularly expressed our concern about additional traffic 
using Thong Lane. 

Highways England agreed to look at these and other topics addressed, and to meet again later 
in the New Year. 

Planning for Emergencies 

The Parish Council is developing an "Emergency Plan" for Shorne Parish.  Problems that might 
arise will hopefully always be minor, but things like trees being blown down across roads and 
paths, or cars getting stuck in snowy conditions, are relatively frequent occurrences.  In those 
circumstances Emergency Services may be very busy, and we generally rely on volunteers to 
assist if the problem is relatively small and it is safe for them to do so.  It would be very helpful 
for the Parish Council to know who has suitable vehicles and equipment that we might be 
able to request in time of need, so the Parish Council would like to create a list of people to 
contact.   

If you have a 4x4 vehicle, Land Rover, can tow other cars, etc, have a chainsaw suitable for 
small trees, or other equipment and skills that could be useful in an emergency, then we 
would be very grateful to hear from you and receive your contact details.  Please contact 
Susan Lindley (e-mail susan.bragman@btinternet.com or phone 01474 823179).  Thank you 
very much in advance for your public spiritedness! 

Parish Survey Update 

Responses received to the Parish Survey, sent out with the 2017 Annual Report, are proving 
to be very informative and will be used to guide future Parish Council actions and priorities.  
If you would like your views to be taken into account, the survey form is still available on our 
website at http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/ 
SHORNE-PARISH-SURVEY-2017.pdf until the end of February.  If you would like more 
information about the survey, please contact Susan Lindley on 01474 823179 or e-mail to 
susan.bragman@btinternet.com. 

http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/%20SHORNE-PARISH-SURVEY-2017.pdf
http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/%20SHORNE-PARISH-SURVEY-2017.pdf
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Next drop-in session 

It was very good to meet so many parishioners at our first drop-in session last October.  We 
are in the process of organising another one for hopefully towards the end of March - start 
getting your questions ready and watch this space and the Parish Council website for when a 
date is confirmed.  We are of course happy to deal with individual queries at any time and 
you can contact us through the Parish Council website. 

Gravesham Housing Strategy Consultation – Have Your Say 

Gravesham Borough Council’s public consultation on their proposed housing strategy and site 
allocations has been delayed, and is now likely to take place over the next 2 or 3 months.  This 
will outline Gravesham’s options for providing up to 8,000 new dwellings over the next 10 
years, and may have implications for Shorne West, Shorne village, and the Green Belt in this 
area, as well as other villages and Green Belt areas in Gravesham.  

To ensure that Shorne residents have the opportunity to comment on the strategy, the Parish 
Council will publicise the consultation in the Parish Magazine, as well as on its website at 
http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk and on its Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ 
shorneparishcouncil.  

Trees at Shorne Common, Mill Hill Lane 

The arboriculturalist’s survey carried out in November 2017 identified certain trees that need 
attention at Shorne Common at Mill Hill Lane.  This includes two oaks that have died and need 
reducing to low monoliths, some dead branches overhanging the parking area that need 
removing, and a number of dead ivy-clad elms near the car park entrance.  As this is in a 
conservation area, it was necessary to notify the planning authority before proceeding with 
the work.  Approval has now been given and quotations to carry out the work will be sought. 

Park Benches at Shorne West 

Parish Councillor Clive Rea has liaised with Gravesham Borough Council to have 2 benches 
installed alongside footpath NS169 off Michael Gardens at Shorne West. The benches, which 
GBC kindly installed free of charge, provide a welcome rest stop for dog walkers and parents 
with children in the adjacent play area. 

Litter Patrol 

The next Volunteers’ Litter Patrol is provisionally arranged for Saturday morning, 3rd March, 
to coincide with the national litter picking weekend.  If you would like to join us, or would like 
further information, please let Bob know on 01474 822680 or at bob.lane@gmx.co.uk. 

Parish Council Meetings in February 

Thursday 8th February   - Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 

Thursday 22nd February  - Parish Council Meeting 

The meetings will start at 7.45pm in the Committee Room in Shorne Village Hall. 

Bob Lane 

Shorne Parish Council 
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