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THE PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

September 2018 

Lower Thames Crossing Update 

On 10 July 2018, Highways England published a revised development boundary map to 
replace the previous red line boundary.  This shows the land Highways England wants to 
protect from conflicting development in case it is needed for constructing or operating the 
Lower Thames Crossing.  At the same time, they contacted homeowners and land owners 
who may be directly affected to inform them of the latest changes to the development 
boundary. 

This was quite frustrating, since representatives met with Highways England the previous 
week, but they made no mention of the imminent publication of a revised boundary map.  
The revised boundary is available to view on their website at 
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/lower-thames-crossing-in-my-area/ 

Since the previous boundary was published in November 2017, Highways England have 
identified areas that they think they might need to manage flood risk and to minimise the 
impact of the scheme on the local people, businesses and environment.  Most of the 
additional land in the development boundary is for environmental mitigation, it is not the 
project getting bigger. 

The main reasons for the changes are given as: 

 Environmental mitigation – to help mitigate the impacts of the proposed road. For 
example, replanting areas of woodland or creating new wildlife habitats. 

 Flood compensation – potential areas where they may need to lower the level of the 
existing land to replace flood zone that will be affected. 

 Utility diversions –there are various utilities that may need to be diverted, such as 
overhead electricity pylons and gas pipelines. They have included land for diverting 
these within the revised development boundary. 

Flood compensation land and areas required for utility diversions will be returned to previous 
use wherever possible once the work has finished. 

Highways England state that the design of the Lower Thames Crossing will continue to evolve 
and the boundary will change further.  They say they are still working on the design of the 
project and therefore do not yet have certainty on which land will be needed on a permanent 
basis and which land will be needed temporarily. They will be setting out the areas of 
temporary and permanent land at the statutory consultation, planned for later this year, and 
these will be further refined before submitting the application for development consent. 

https://highwaysengland.co.uk/lower-thames-crossing-in-my-area/
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Litter Patrol 22 September 

The next litter patrol will take place on Saturday morning, 22nd September.  This will be the 
8th of our six-monthly litter patrols, during which time we have collected well over 300 bags 
of litter.  For those who haven’t participated in the past, our litter patrols last about 2 hours 
and are not hard work, in fact they are very satisfying and a great way to meet people and 
make new friends.  Why not join us? 

If you would like to participate, please let Bob Lane know at bob.lane@gmx.co.uk or give him 
a call on 01474 822680.  This helps us to sort out the teams, locations, and equipment! 

Fence in Burdett Avenue 

As reported in June, a resident has erected a 6 foot close-boarded fence across the end of 
Burdett Avenue, thereby blocking off access between Burdett Avenue and footpath NS156.  
The Parish Council is liaising with KCC Highways and KCC Public Rights of Way, and we are 
advised that Kent County Council has served notice of enforcement action to have the fence 
removed.  The Parish Council will also be taking action to try to get the access between 
Burdett Avenue and NS156 formally recognised as a public right of way. 

Shorne Parish Survey Results 

The Parish Council has published a summary of the results of the Parish Survey carried out in 
late 2017 and earlier this year.  This can be found on our website at: 
http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/parish-council-survey-2017-summary-of-results/ 

Rural Housing Needs Survey 

Gravesham Borough Council has advised the Parish Council that Action with Communities in 
Rural Kent (ACRK) will begin the process of undertaking a Rural Housing Needs Survey in 
Shorne in early autumn 2018.  ACRK intends to send the survey to all households on Monday 
10 September 2018 with a return date of Wednesday 3 October 2018. 

Parish Council Meetings in September 

Thursday 6th September - Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 

Thursday 20th September - Parish Council Meeting 

The meetings start at 7.45pm in the Committee Room in Shorne Village Hall.  

 

Bob Lane 
Shorne Parish Council 

mailto:bob.lane@gmx.co.uk

