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MEETING No. 3 

 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Footpaths Properties & Greens Committee  

Meeting held on 15 November 2018 in Shorne Village Hall 
 

 

PRESENT   Mrs L McCluskey (Chairman) 

Mr R Lane  

 Mr J Bugg 

 Mr R Hardy  

 Mr C Rea 

   Mrs S Lindley 

Miss P Clifton 

    

APOLOGIES  for absence were received from Mr R Theobald    

 

 

30 Minutes of the meeting held on 6 September 2018 
 

The minutes were AGREED as a true record.   

31 Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

32 Update on Crabbles Bottom  

 (a)  To approve repairs to fence 

 At the Footpaths meeting on 28 June 2018, it was decided to defer repairs to 

the 135m section of fencing until the autumn. The fence is now laying on the 

ground and repairs are now urgent. The full cost of replacement was included 

in the estimated expenditure at the Finance Meeting on 25 October 2018, and 

Members are invited to approve this expenditure. This was agreed by 

members. 

 

 (b)  Update on Meadow maintenance 

       The 3rd and final cut of the year was carried out on 15th September 2018. Tom 

Gozzett is doing a good job. Next year the Parish Council should allow for 3 

cuts plus provisions for additional work.  

 

(c)   Update on footpath & bridleway maintenance 

 HPC carried out the final cut on 11th September 2018. From next year extra 

funds should be added to include Bowesden Lane. 

 (d) Update on signs for Crabbles Bottom 

 It is estimated that the cost of obtaining and installing the signs will be in the  
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 region of £1,000 + VAT.  Members are invited to authorise work up to this 

value, as provided for at Finance Meeting on 25 October 2018. This was 

agreed by members. 

  

            33 Litter Patrols  

30 volunteers from Shorne participated in a litter patrol on Saturday 22nd 

September 2018 collecting around 45 bags of litter and a considerable amount 

of assorted rubbish. Lisa McCluskey carried out a litter pick on 14th October 

2018 in Shorne West, Michael Gardens play area and Claylane Woods. 20 

plus bags of rubbish were collected by 12 volunteers. On 4th November, 2018 

volunteers carried out an unofficial litter pick and cleared 12 bags of litter 

from the A2 slip roads at Brewers Road. 

Future litter patrols will take place next year. 

34 Court Wood - Update on pathways  

Mr Theobald previously undertook to discuss the matter with the planning 

case officer at Gravesham and to arrange a date to walk the tracks. Mr 

Theobald reported that he has been in contact with Mr Richard Hart at GBC 

who has Sat Nav on his bicycle. He is willing to go around on his bicycle with 

Parish Councillors who will walk the tracks. Mr Theobald will arrange a date 

with Mr Hart and advise everyone. 

Mrs Lindley reported that she had made further enquiries to the Land Registry 

to try to establish land ownership. Mrs Lindley reported that there has been a 

planning application from one of the owners of a piece of land, who has 

purchased a further piece of land and had erected a fence. He is applying for 

retrospective consent. 

35       Update on verges at Forge Lane and Malthouse Lane  

KCC had previously reported that they will arrange to have both sites 

levelled, top soiled and seeded in the summer, but was delayed due to wet 

ground conditions. Mr Theobald was due to ask the KCC area manager for an 

update. 

Mrs Lindley wrote to Kent Highways in June and again in September. She has 

asked for a site visit to examine a verge. She will chase this up. The matter is 

to be revisited in the Spring.  

36 Replacement Signs in Shorne Common Rough  

 It is estimated that the cost of obtaining and installing the replacement sign 

will be in the region of £464.40 + VAT.  Members are invited to authorise 

work up to this value, as provided for at Finance Meeting on 25 October 2018. 

This was agreed by members. 

Miss Clifton reported that one of the chestnut butts is missing. This will be 

inspected by Mr Lane.  

37 Update on Fence in Burdett Avenue and Footpath NS156 
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Mrs Lindley reported that the fence was removed which showed that the 

original structures were still there. She has received nothing back from the 

land agents. Mr Cooper has been in communication with Mr Theobald with 

reference to New Cobham Hall being the landowners. The landowner is to be 

asked to dedicate the land so that it can be placed on the Definitive Map. 

38 Telecom Mast Enquiry  

 The Parish Council has received an email enquiry from Galliford Try 

regarding siting a telecoms mast in Shorne. Sites they inquired about are the 

Scout Hall, the football pitch at the junction of The Ridgeway, Pondfield Lane 

and Shorne Village Hall.  Lane has responded with an explanation of the 

recent request received and our reservations. He requested more information 

before the Parish Council would consider the matter further.  No reply has 

been received from them. 

39 To Approve Repairs to Mill Hill Lane Play Area  

 Two quotations to repair the damaged slide have been received. Following a 

site visit by Mr Lane, Mrs McCluskey sent an email to Parish Councillors 

detailing some items of play equipment that Hoo Parish Council were selling 

as they were getting new equipment. Hoo Parish Council valued the 

equipment at £3,000 but the buyer would need to dismantle, remove, 

transport, and re-install, and make good Hoo playground. This could easily 

cost as much again or more. It is recommended that Members approve the 

quotation from John Vilday to repair and repaint the slide. This was agreed by 

members. 

40 Entrance to Footpath NS156 

Miss Clifton noticed that the entrance to NS156 opposite the See Ho appeared 

to have been deliberately blocked by felled trees. Mr Lane has reported to 

KCC and John Pelham that there are two fallen trees across the entrance and 

the way marker post has been broken by one of the trees. John Pelham has 

subsequently cleared the obstruction and left it in the farmer’s field. He 

advised that the damaged marker is not a way marker; it appears to be 

marking an underground service. 

41 Update on Parking in Shorne Country Park 

At a previous meeting, Mrs Lindley reported that she would contact Shorne 

Country Park for their parking policy regarding their proposals to install 

ANPR cameras. Mrs Lindley reported that there has been a planning 

application for the continued use the cameras. There is no change in their 

operating policy and also no change in their parking policy. Miss Clifton has 

since also confirmed that there is a bottle bank in the car park. 

42 Tree Survey 

Bob Lane has received an email from David Sephton regarding this year’s 

Tree Survey which will be at Shorne Recreation Ground. He has advised that 

he has scheduled the inspection for mid-November with a provisional date of 

16th November 2018.  
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43       Michael Gardens play area 

 Mrs McCluskey reported that though not strictly speaking a Parish Council 

matter however some residents of Shorne West were complaining to her about 

the lack of play equipment in the play area. The baby swing has been missing 

for some months due to being removed by GBC for safety reasons after 

teenagers messing around on it broke the wooden frame. GBC workers have 

told her that the whole thing needs to be replaced and that there is just no 

money to replace it or any spare equipment that could be used to replace it. 

Also the baby slide/climbing frame is completely rotten (being wood and very 

old) that they have taken apart and taken away to be refurbished. There is also 

no time frame on when this will be done. It was agreed to write to GBC 

advising them of the Parish Council’s grievances. 

44       Any Other Business 

(a) Mr Lane reported that the Village Hall Committee has agreed with our 

proposal to install an AED outside the village hall and will provide financial 

support towards the purchase. There will be training for all Parish Councillors 

and members of the Village Hall Committee. Mr Lane had provided details of 

two alternative AEDs.  Members agreed to go ahead with the first option. 

(b)  Miss Clifton reported that at the Recreation Ground, the swing bar on the top  

       of the gate which has not been used for some time, is open. The padlock is  

       broken and needs to be replaced. It was suggested that this could be replaced 

       with an ordinary lock. Mrs McCluskey will make a site visit. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.55pm 

 


