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Shorne Parish Council 
 Borough of Gravesham  

 

 

THE PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

July 2019 

Annual Civic Service, Sunday 30th June 

There is just time to remind residents that the Annual Civic & Patronal Service will take place 

at St Peter & St Paul’s Church at 10.00am on Sunday 30th June, followed by a reception at the 

Village Hall.  Unfortunately, the new Mayor of Gravesham will not be able to attend the 

reception on this occasion due to other commitments, but he hopes to attend the Church 

service. 

Parish Council Co-option 

Shorne Parish Council is pleased to report that Mr Steve White has been offered the role of 

Parish Councillor for Shorne Village Ward, and he has accepted.  It is expected that Steve will 

be sworn in and sign his declaration of office at the Parish Council Meeting on 27th June, thus 

bringing the Parish Council back up to full strength.  Steve is a long-term resident of Green 

Farm Lane, and it is hoped that his presence on the Parish Council will help ensure that the 

Lower Shorne area receives its proper share of attention. 

Shorne Parish Council would also like to record its appreciation of the interest shown by other 

applicants for the position. 

Appointment of New Parish Clerk 

With the well-deserved retirement of Theresa Martin on 30th June after 33 years loyal service, 

we are pleased to announce the appointment of Sarah Poole as our new Parish Clerk.  Sarah 

was brought up in Shorne and will be well known to many local residents, and having recently 

served as a Parish Councillor in Halling she already has a head start.  Sarah is your first point 

of call for any matters concerning the Parish Council, and can be contacted by email at 

sarah.poole@shorneparishcouncil.org.  

Pop Up Café, Monday 1st July 

Rural Kent’s Pop-up café and information hub will be making its next visit to Shorne on 

Monday 1st July, between 10.30am and 12.30pm at the Rose & Crown car park.  They have all 

sorts of local information available, or you can just come and have a chat with other residents, 

have a cup of tea or coffee, and a delicious slice of cake.  The previous Pop-up café event on 

3rd June was a great success, with around 25 residents in attendance. 
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Footpath Vegetation 

At this time of year, some of the footpaths through Shorne can become obstructed by 

overgrown brambles, nettles, and other vegetation.  If you are a rambler or dog-walker, why 

not take a pair of secateurs with you to cut off any leaders that are starting to get in the way?  

If you find a footpath is starting to get overgrown, you can report this to Kent County Council 

online at https://www.kent.gov.uk/waste-planning-and-land/public-rights-of-way/report-a-

problem-on-a-right-of-way. 

But don’t forget to keep your own hedges, bushes, and trees under control.  If your hedges or 

trees are reducing the width of public footpaths or roads, or interfering with sightlines on 

public highways, it is your responsibility to cut them back so that pedestrians are not 

obstructed, roads are not narrowed, and visibility is not impaired. 

Lower Thames Crossing Ground Investigations 

It is expected that ground investigation works for the proposed Lower Thames Crossing will 

get underway from 1st July 2019.  South of the river, Highways England’s contractors will be 

drilling boreholes at approximately 100 locations along the route, including the A2, using a 

range of drilling equipment.  As a result, their activities will be quite visible.  The team will be 

primarily based at a new compound on the site of the lorry park at Marling Cross. 

Mobile Phone Mast Enquiry 

At the time of writing, there has been no further communication from the infrastructure 

company interested in erecting a mobile phone mast at Shorne Common.   

Parish Council Website 

Residents are encouraged to visit our website at https://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk 

regularly to keep abreast of news affecting the Parish.  This is where we publish official 

notices, announcements, agendas and minutes of meetings, news items, useful contacts, as 

well as copies of these newsletter articles.  

Parish Council Meetings in July 

Thursday 11th July  - Planning & Highways Committee 

Thursday 25th July  - Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 

The meetings will commence at 7.45pm in the Committee Room in Shorne Village Hall.  No 

meetings are scheduled during August. 

 

Bob Lane 

Chairman 

Shorne Parish Council 
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