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SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Footpaths Properties & Greens Committee 

Meeting held on 13
th

 February 2020 in Shorne Village Hall 

 

PRESENT  Mrs L McCluskey (Chairman) 

  Miss P Clifton (Vice Chair) 

  Mr R Theobald 

  Mr J Bugg 

  Mrs S Poole (Parish Clerk) 

  Mrs S Lindley 

 

APOLOGIES 

  Mr R Lane 

  Mr C Rea 

  Mr R Hardy 

  Mr S White 

 

36. Minutes of the meeting held on 21
st
 November 2019 

 

 The minutes were AGREED as a true record. 

 

37. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

 

No matters arising from the Minutes 

 

38. Update on Crabbles Bottom 

 

a. Miss Clifton and Mrs Poole visited Bowesden Lane on the 11
th

 December 2019, to 

check on access to Crabbles Bottom from Bowesden Lane.  The first gate is not 

accessible as there are small trees and vegetation that will need clearing.  Mrs 

McCluskey has been in contact with Tom Gozzett with regards to cutting this back and 

provisionally agreed to meet him on the 20
th

 February 2020 to visit Crabbles Bottom, 

Mrs McCluskey also asked when the cuts will start of the meadows he advised he will 

keep an eye on the growth and let us know when he will carry out the first cut.   

 

b. Mrs McCluskey and Ms Clifton put a suggestion to the committee about planting a tree 

in remembrance of Mr Nick Lance, this was agreed and Mr Theobald thought it was a 

lovely idea, it was suggested this be in Crabbles Bottom with a fruit tree or Shorne 

Common with an Oak Tree. 

 

c. Mrs McCluskey has been in contact with Jerry from New Ash Green Woodlands 

project and is awaiting a response. http://nagwoodlands.btck.co.uk/, a post will go out 

on facebook as well as the website asking for volunteers once we have full information.  

 

d. Mrs McCluskey has been in contact with H&P Conservation Works Ltd for a quote to 

cut the footpaths and bridleways this year.  There has been a standard 5% increase in 

cost this year.   

 

http://nagwoodlands.btck.co.uk/
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39. Shorne Common Rough – Tree Survey 

 

We have received the report from David Sephton Invicta Arboriculture for the Tree 

Survey which is quite extensive, some of the branches are 5m, 7m, and 9m above road, 

this sounds like it will need to be a cherry picker, Mrs McCluskey will report it to KCC. 

Mr Lane has a contact to report to if not Mrs McCluskey will submit a 'Notification of 

Proposed Works to Trees in a Conservation Area' to GBC Planning.  This needs to be 

done before nesting starts. 

 

Mrs McCluskey will report it to KCC  (Mr Lane has a contact)  in the hope that KCC 

will carry out the work.   If they are unable to do this Mrs McCluskey will submit a 

'Notification of Proposed Works to Trees in a Conservation Area' to GBC Planning and 

then the Parish Council will engage a contractor. 
 

40. Shorne Common 

 

(a) Proposal for telecommunications mast.  The consultation is still on going until the 28
th

 

February 2020.  Mrs Poole reported that so far we have received approx. 20 responses.  

Mrs Poole and Mr Lane then will look at the results of the consultation to then contact 

Galliford Try. 

 

a. Mill Hill Lane Play area.  Mrs McCluskey and Miss Clifton met John Vilday at the play 

area last week to discuss the playground report.  The comments were low or very low 

risk and so no immediate remedial action is necessary apart from his annual 

maintenance of bark spreading and cutting back of some bushes.  Mrs Lindley said that 

the green area has shrunk and to bring the playground area back to the original size.  

Mrs McCluskey to get quotes from Mr Vilday and Mr Gozzett on this. 

 

41. Footpaths 

 

NS321 Crabbles Bottom, this has been cleared by KCC.  Mrs McCluskey will ask Mr Lane 

to report this in the Parish Magazine. 

 

NS168 Scammells to Shorne Ifield Road The footpath has now been cleared by John 

Pelham at KCC but the path has changed direction through tread wear.  It was discussed if a 

post of some sort could be put in to make people aware of the change.  Mrs McCluskey will 

ask Mr South if this was possible as he owns the land. 

 

NS156 Mrs Russell reported this and would like to meet Mrs McCluskey and Ms Clifton to 

show them what she believes has happened to this footpath, as the brambles have now 

encroached on the path and now you have to walk down the stream gully.  

 

NS162 Bollard required, these have now arrived from Langley Design, and John Vilday has 

quoted £75.00 for each bollard to be put in.  Mrs McCluskey has spoken to Southern Water 

who has confirmed that there is a water pipe below this footpath and they have raised a job to 

get someone out to mark where the land is.  Mrs McCluskey is now awaiting an update before 

we can proceed with the placing of the bollard.  

 

42. Telephone Box. Mrs Lindley has received notification from GBC that BT would like to 

de-commission the telephone at post office green.  Mrs McCluskey would like to 
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propose that we purchase it for the village as it has been there a long time.  Mrs 

McCluskey said we would then be responsible for its upkeep, Mrs McCluskey and Ms 

Clifton have asked John Vilday for a quote to clean it up, repaint and repair the door so 

it closes properly.  

 

42. Shorne Mead Level Crossing 

 

Mr Theobald has reported that he wrote to Network Rail on the 17
th

 January, they have 

responded that they would be delighted to meet and to discuss. Mr Theobald is 

arranging a meeting with relevant parties to be held ASAP.  

 

43. Telephone mast proposal in Michael Gardens Shorne West  

 

A proposal has been made to the planning department of GBC by Mono Consultants to 

place a mobile phone mast and base adjacent to Michael Gardens play area on farmland 

currently owned by Mr Rossi.  Mrs Lindley has responded by letter to Mono 

Consultants and we are now awaiting a response.  Information regarding this has been 

placed on two Parish Council notice boards as well as local social media pages.  Shorne 

West ward councillors would like to do a leaflet drop to the residents in the vicinity of 

the proposed mast and any assistance with this would be greatly appreciated. 

 

44. Any other business 

 

Ms Clifton has reported that Shorne Recreation Ground Gate is falling apart and needs 

to be replaced possible, a parishioners has tried fixing this temporarily.  Mrs 

McCluskey to get quotes on a solid Oak Field Gate. 

 

Mrs Lindley reported in the last storm that various trees had fallen over in Tanyard Hill 

by Bunny Hill, Bowesden Lane, junction with Tanyard Hill, Shorne Ifield Road, these 

had been cleared by a parishioner.  

Mrs McCluskey reported lots of earth along Watlings Street in various piles, Mr 

Theobald said this could well be to stop illegal parking.  

Mrs Poole has submitted her apologies for the next meeting as she will be on holiday. 

 

Meeting finished at 21.10 

 

Signed Mrs McCluskey:…………………………….. 

 

Dated:………………………………………………..  

 


