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Meeting No 6 

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 

27th February 2020 in Shorne Village Hall 

 

PRESENT Mr R Lane (Chairman) 

 Mr R Theobald 

 Mrs L McCluskey 

 Mr R Hardy  

 Ms Clifton 

 Mr J Bugg 

 Mr S White 

 Mrs S Lindley  

APOLOGIES    Mr C Rea 

Parishioners in attendance:   None 

70 To receive any declarations of interest for any items on the agenda 

None received. 

71 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2020 

The draft minutes were circulated for comment on 17th January 2020 and recirculated 

on 18th January incorporating amendments from Ms Clifton and Mr Theobald.  No 

other comments were received.  It was noted that the final AOB was numbered 60 

instead of 69.  This was corrected by hand and the minutes were AGREED and signed 

as a true record. 

72 Matters arising from the minutes not otherwise on the agenda 

Update to Item 60:   The first year of the contract with Cantium which starts on 1st 

September 2020 will now be free of charge.  This is because the Parish Council has a 

precept below £30,000 per annum for the 2019/2020 financial year and is part of the 

current KCC scheme which receives Web Hosting from Cantium. 

73 To receive an update on the mobile telecommunications mast consultation (61) 

At the meeting on 9th January 2020, it was agreed to carry out a local consultation on 

the proposal.  The local consultation commenced on 17th January, and concludes at 

midnight on Friday 28th February.  On completion of the consultation, it will be 

necessary to review all the responses received and produce a summary, which will be 
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circulated to Members for consideration in deciding the next course of action. In view 

of the number of responses received, this may take some time. 

Following the meeting on 9th January, Mr Lane engaged Simon Kelly of Richard 

Buxton Solicitors to write to Galliford Try on our behalf.  The letter was sent on 24th 

January and circulated to Members.  The essence of the letter was that the Parish 

Council does not have the power to enter into an Agreement to license the land for the 

proposed base station, nor could an Agreement be imposed, due to the provisions of 

the land transfer deed and our duties as trustees.  No response has been received to 

date. 

As requested at the previous meeting, Mr Lane also wrote to KCC, GBC, KALC, and 

Adam Holloway MP.  Informative responses were received from KCC, GBC, and 

KALC, although there was nothing of significance that was relevant to our land 

ownership situation.  Mr Holloway MP kindly invited Mr Lane to a meeting with 

Simon Miller, Deputy Head of Public Affairs for Telefonica O2, which took place in 

Westminster yesterday 26th February.  At the meeting, Mr Miller said that the proposal 

for a mast at Shorne Common was currently ‘on hold’, as they were in discussions 

with another landowner in Shorne.  If the discussions were unsuccessful, Mr Miller 

agreed to re-visit other locations. 

Separately, we have received a pre-planning enquiry regarding a proposed mast at 

Shorne West.  Although this is in an insensitive location, it is on private land, therefore 

this is primarily a planning issue. On behalf of the Parish Council, initial comments 

were sent by Mrs Lindley on 10th February to the consultants dealing with the 

proposal.  It was also noted that the proposed location appears to be on land within the 

Lower Thames Crossing development boundary, which Highways England have 

proposed for Environmental Mitigation.  The consultants were advised to consult with 

Highways England, who may object to the proposal.  Mr Lane also raised the proposal 

at Shorne West at his meeting with Simon Miller on 26th February. 

74 Update on Shornemead level crossing (62) 

Mr Theobald has arranged a meeting with Network Rail on 13th March 2020, to be 

attended by Mr Theobald, Mrs Lindley, and Mr Lane.  It is also anticipated that 

Messrs Rusling and Pelham from KCC will attend.  Mr Theobald will make it clear 

that this is a public right of way and it is Network Rail’s responsibility to make the 

crossing safe, a bridge being the preferred option. 

It was noted that cyclists previously used the crossing to get to the cycle path. Since 

the closure of the crossing they were having to use the Lower Higham Road which 

could be dangerous for them. 

75 Lower Thames Crossing 

A meeting with representatives of Highways England was held at Shorne Village Hall 

on 19th February. Mr Lane, Mr Theobald, Mrs Lindley and Mrs McCluskey attended 

but it was not felt that any new information was given. 
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There was a high attendance at the Public Information event at Cascades on 27th 

February. 

It was agreed that Mrs Lindley would respond to the consultation on behalf of the 

Parish Council. The recent ruling on Heathrow Runway 3 regarding the environmental 

impact of climate change was noted.    

76 Finance Report (65)   

Date  Item Amount VAT Total Balance 

03/01/2020 DD Vodafone £25.61 £5.12 £30.73 £14,255.51 

10/01/2020 DD Nest Pension (Dec) £57.52 £0.00 £57.52 £14,197.99 

20/01/2020 DD 
Professional Wage Slip (Period 

9) 
£19.00 £3.80 £22.80 £14,175.19 

29/01/2020 Chq 102750 Shorne Village Hall Quarter 4 £60.00 £0.00 £60.00 £14,115.19 

29/01/2020 Chq 102753 S Poole January Salary £776.42 £0.00 £776.42 £13,338.77 

31/01/2020 Chq 102747 Mrs Martin Long Service Award £1,000.00 £0.00 £1,000.00 £12,338.77 

  
Subtotal £1,938.55 £8.92 £1,947.47 

 

   
   

 
03/02/2020 Chq 102749 Smith of Derby £214.00 £42.80 £256.80 £12,081.97 

03/02/2020 Chq 102754 SLCC Training £99.00 £19.80 £118.80 £11,963.17 

04/02/2020 DD Vodafone £31.38 £6.28 £37.65 £11,925.52 

04/02/2020 DD Card Reader Fee £6.00 £0.00 £6.00 £11,919.52 

06/02/2020 Chq 102751 Ms Clifton Expenses £22.00 £4.40 £26.40 £11,893.12 

07/02/2020 DD Nest Pension (Dec) £57.52 £0.00 £57.52 £11,835.60 

11/02/2020 Chq 102748 Langley Marketing  £290.00 £58.00 £348.00 £11,487.60 

17/02/2020 Chq 102755 S Poole Expenses £100.00 £0.00 £100.00 £11,387.60 

20/02/2020 DD Eslip  £19.00 £3.80 £22.80 £11,364.80 

24/02/2020 Chq 102756 CPRE Subscription £36.00 £0.00 £36.00 £11,328.80 

 
Chq 102757 KCC (SID) £8,269.91 £1,653.98 £9,923.89 £1,404.91 

 
Chq 102758 Invicta Arboriculture £350.00 £0.00 £350.00 £1,054.91 

  
Subtotal  ££9,494.81 £1,789.06 £11,283.86 

 

It appeared that the Clerk’s salary for December had not been reported in this or the 

previous report.  Queries were also raised regarding the balance brought forward 

column, which appears to have increased since December.  The Clerk will be asked to 

look into this and report at the next meeting. 

Mr Theobald has taken the necessary action for bank electronic authorised signatories. 

Mr Bugg will take necessary action.  He was advised that he will need to be aware of 

up to date bank transactions. 
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77 To receive any update on Planning & Highways matters requiring attention (63) 

Mrs Lindley reported that the application for a stable block at Courtlands had been 

granted with conditions.  A further larger development had been refused due to the 

distance from the main house.  There has been a re-application for this development.  

78 To receive any update on Footpaths, Properties & Greens matters requiring 

attention (64) 

Mrs McCluskey reported that, as requested, Southern Water had marked with blue 

paint the location of the pipe running under NS162.  Unfortunately the markings were 

no longer visible and so John Vilday would be requested to install the bollard with 

caution.  Mr Bugg recommended that a fork is used for excavating the hole.  A 

suitable spur should be fixed to the base to prevent the bollard from being removed. 

79 Update on Speed Limiter Device (69) 

The SID was installed and commissioned on 29th January.  It is due for its first data 

download and repositioning this weekend.  The battery has lasted much longer than 

originally predicted and has not needed replacing.  The replacement battery will be 

fitted at the same time as the SID repositioning. 

80 Future local consultations 

With the conclusion of the telecommunication mast consultation, the Parish Council 

needs to consider the timing, coordination, and format of future consultations, such as 

for the parking restrictions and Shorne Mead level crossing.  It was agreed that the 

parking restrictions consultation would take priority, and that Mrs Lindley would 

arrange for this to be undertaken. 

81 Correspondence requiring action (66) 

Nothing to report. 

82 To receive any report from Borough Cllr Lane (67) 

The Council has approved the Council Tax for 2020/21.  The Borough Council tax has 

increased by 2.4%.  The KCC tax has increased by 4%.  The Police budget has 

increased by 5.2%, while the Fire & Rescue budget has increased by 2%.  It is noted 

that our precept increase has been accepted.  Mr Lane has circulated a note which 

shows the Shorne precept in comparison to other parishes in Shorne. 

The overall percentage increase for Shorne council tax payers is 3.85%.  The parish 

precept amounts to 1.79% of the overall council tax bill. 

83 To receive any report from County Councillor Sweetland (68)  

Nothing to report. 
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84 Drop In Session on Saturday 7th March 

Mrs Lindley will check with Mrs Poole regarding cakes. 

85 Litter Patrol Saturday 28th March 

The next litter patrol in Shorne will take place on Saturday 28th March.  As usual, we 

will meet in the village hall car park at 09.45 ready for a 10.00 start.  All members 

welcome.  Please let Mr Lane know so he can organise teams and routes. 

86 Any other business 

Mrs McCluskey has received an email from GBC asking if Shorne West wished to be 

involved in the Street Litter Picking initiative. Mrs McCluskey did not think there 

would be enough volunteers to take part. 

Miss Clifton inquired whether the Agendas for Parish Council Meetings / Footpaths, 

Properties and Green Committee Meetings made it clear that members of the public 

were welcome to attend.  Mr Lane would check the notices put on the notice boards 

and also the website. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.03pm. 

 

Signed Mr Lane:…………………………….. Dated:……………………………….. 

 


