
 
 

 

 

                                   

 

 

 

Cherry Blossom in Shorne 
(Photo April 2019, RPL) 

2019-20 SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

ANNUAL REPORT 

As a Parish Council, we are required to hold an Annual Parish Assembly once a year, to 

report to our parishioners on what we have been doing over the past year, and to answer 

your questions.  But this year, due to the coronavirus epidemic, the usual meeting could 

not be held.  This published Annual Report contains the same reports from the Council 

that would have been presented - if you have any questions about the content then please 

do not hesitate to address them to the author of the particular report. 

The Annual Report likewise contains the reports from parish organisations, providing an 

opportunity for them to report on their activities and to encourage people to join. 

We hope that you will find this 2019-20 report interesting and informative. 



 
 

 

 

Chairman's Report 

 

 

This Annual Report is being prepared under conditions that could not have been foreseen just a few weeks 

earlier, as the nation suffers the impact of the global COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.  As part of the lock-

down restrictions, the Annual Parish Assembly has had to be cancelled this year, so this report is the only 

opportunity for Shorne Parish Council to provide parishioners with a summary of its activities and matters 

arising over the past year. 

Before continuing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank all my colleagues for their sterling work on 

behalf of the Parish over the past year.  My particular thanks go to Robin Theobald for supporting me in his 

role as Vice Chairman, to Lisa McCluskey for her work as Chair of the Footpaths, Properties & Greens 

Committee, and to Susan Lindley in her role as Chair of the Planning & Highways Committee.  Susan 

diligently reviews every single planning application in the parish, and once again I would like to single her out 

for her excellent response to the latest Lower Thames Crossing consultation that she submitted on behalf of 

the parish.  And, of course, I would like to thank Sarah Poole for seamlessly taking over as our Clerk, and for 

the support she has provided me over the past 11 months.  

Elections:  In the Borough Council elections, Tony Rice and I were elected to represent Shorne, Cobham, 

and Luddesdown Ward.  Although we each represent the whole Ward, as a Cobham resident Tony tends to 

focus primarily on issues south of the A2, whilst I tend to focus on Shorne.  Nevertheless, if either one of us is 

unavailable, please feel free to contact the other for help and advice.  

As reported last year, the Shorne Parish Council elections were uncontested and, except for Russell Cooper 

who decided not to stand for re-election, all our existing parish councillors were re-elected.  This left us with a 

vacancy.  Following a selection process, I am pleased to report that Steve White was co-opted to the council.   

As Steve lives in Lower Shorne, we now have “eyes on the ground” to directly identify issues affecting that 

area.  Shortly after the elections, our previous long-standing Clerk Theresa Martin retired, and Sarah Poole 

took over the reins.  Sarah has quickly settled into the role and is now an integral member of the team. 

Parish Precept:  For the first time in many years, Gravesham Borough Council levied charges for 

administering the Parish Council elections.  Fortunately, our Parish Council elections were uncontested with 

no voting or counting required, so our costs were relatively low.  But this highlighted the cost constraints that 

our upper tier councils are experiencing, and that they are looking to pass on costs that they have previously 

been able to absorb.  This was further illustrated when Kent County Council announced the introduction of 

charges for hosting Parish Council websites, a service that they have previously provided free of charge. 



 
 

 

 

In addition, we are finding that if we want highways improvements that Kent County Council do not consider 

to be urgent or essential, then we are expected to contribute towards the cost.  Whilst Kent County Council is 

the authority responsible for the cost of providing and maintaining the highways in Kent, we need to take a 

pragmatic approach to this.  We must be prepared to contribute towards the cost of modest highway 

improvements which benefit the people of Shorne if the alternative is that they are deemed non-essential and 

not carried out. 

These and other additional costs, coupled with the fact that our Parish precept had fallen behind other 

parishes over recent years, meant that our Parish precept had to be increased by an above inflation amount 

this year.  This was necessary if we are to meet these additional costs, to continue to invest in the parish, and 

to be able to maintain and renew existing assets.  Nevertheless, our Parish precept remains one of the lowest 

in the Borough. 

Speed Indicator Device:  In January this year, we took delivery of our new community speed indicator 

device (SID) to help inform and educate drivers by displaying their speed as they approach.  In this way, it is 

hoped that drivers will be encouraged to keep within the 30mph speed limit.  The SID also records valuable 

data with regards to traffic volumes, mean speeds, and maximum speeds.   

 
 

SID showing “Slow Down” message 
 

 
 

SID showing detected speed

This was quite a significant investment at over £8,000, and I would like to thank County Councillor Bryan 

Sweetland for providing £3,000 towards the cost from his Member’s Grants Fund. 

The SID will be periodically relocated between Pear Tree Lane, Tanyard Hill, and Thong Lane, at locations 

where average speeds are perceived to be high.  Unfortunately, this process has been interrupted by the 

coronavirus restrictions, which are also significantly reducing traffic volumes, but the first full month’s data 

was very informative.  

Mobile Phone Masts:  As mentioned in last year’s report, we received a tentative proposal to install a mobile 

telecommunications mast on Parish Council land at Shorne Common.  Later in the year, the infrastructure 

provider requested to enter into formal negotiations for an agreement to acquire the land for this purpose.  If 

we fail to agree to their terms to acquire the land, Schedule 3A of the Communications Act 2003 gives them 

the right to seek a court order to impose the agreement on us. 



 
 

 

 

Whilst the Parish Council acknowledges the need to improve mobile telecommunications coverage in the 

village, Shorne Common was given to the Parish Council by the 8th Earl of Darnley for the specific purpose of 

providing a recreation ground for the inhabitants of Shorne.  As such, we do not consider it would be right to 

consider entering any negotiations without first obtaining the views of local residents.  We therefore engaged 

legal support to advise the infrastructure provider of our views, and at the same time undertook a public 

consultation. 

At the time of writing this report, the proposal is on hold while the infrastructure provider is in discussions with 

another party regarding a potential alternative location for the mast.  However, whatever the outcome of 

these discussions, it is possible that Shorne Common and other locations will attract further interest in the 

future, as mobile telecommunications companies seek to roll out 5G technology which has a shorter range 

and requires a higher number of base stations than previously. 

Shornemead Level Crossing:  After all the work the Parish Council carried out between 2009 and 2016 to 

get the footpath across the railway recognised as a public right of way and to get the level crossing reopened, 

it was disappointing to find that the level crossing was once again closed in October last year.  This followed 

a highly publicised incident, captured on CCTV, when a youth on an off-road motorbike narrowly missed 

being struck by a train travelling at 75mph.  Other incidents are also reported to have been recorded. 

Robin Theobald has taken the lead on this and called a meeting with representatives from Network Rail and 

Kent County Council.  The work previously carried out by the Parish Council has not been wasted as Network 

Rail fully accepts that the public right of way exists and that it needs to be accommodated whilst maintaining 

the safety of the railway.  They are currently considering a footbridge at the location, but it is likely to take 18 

months to obtain the necessary approval, funding, consents, and to install.  The crossing will remain closed 

until this has been carried out. 

Lower Thames Crossing:  The preliminary investigation works for the Lower Thames Crossing are 

becoming progressively more visible, and the likely commencement of the construction work moves ever 

closer.  I will leave Susan to cover this in more detail, but this will have a tremendous impact on our 

environment and on our lives.  The impact on Shorne Woods is, to me, far more intrusive than I had 

previously envisaged, and the massive scale of the construction works, including the utility diversions, the 

widening of the A2 corridor, the long-term closure of Brewers Road overbridge, and the huge earth works 

between the A2 and the A226, will have a tremendous impact on all of us.  Let us hope that when it is finally 

finished and up and running, our lives can return to some semblance of normality, even though normality will 

have changed forever. 

Local Plan:  Also looming on the horizon is Gravesham’s Local Plan, and the need to accommodate up to 

2,000 new dwellings on land currently designated as Green Belt.  Gravesham Borough Council is undertaking 

a Green Belt boundary review to identify any land that can be released from the Green Belt.  The Parish 

Council will oppose any plans that significantly impact on the strategic gap between the built-up areas of 

Gravesend and the Medway Towns, but it is likely that the Borough Council will seek to accommodate some 

new dwellings within the Parish. 

Stay Informed:  When they resume, all Parish Council and Committee Meetings are open to the public, and 

anyone is welcome to attend.  Agendas and minutes of meetings are published on our website.  In addition, 

we publish a monthly ‘Parish Matters’ newsletter in the Parish magazine, and it is also published on our 

website.  Our website can be found at https://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/. 

Bob Lane 
Chairman of Shorne Parish Council   

about:blank


 
 

 

 

Council Committee on Planning and Highways 

This is my fifth year as Chairman of the Committee.  First of all I would like to thank the Vice-Chairman, John 

Bugg for his assistance, Theresa Martin and Sarah Poole (respectively the former and current Parish Clerks), 

all the members of the Committee and specifically Robin Theobald for all his help and advice. 

Planning 

This year the Parish Council has submitted representations on 75 planning applications of various kinds 

affecting the Parish, which is broadly similar to the previous year.     

There were eight applications outside but close to our boundary.  These are important as they can also 

impact on the parish.  Two examples were both at Marling Cross:  the proposal for a 3-4 storey block of 64 

flats in place of one house plot on Valley Drive (which would have loomed over houses in Shorne West), and 

the Highways England works compound nearby for their Lower Thames Crossing investigations.   

Two applications were non-residential:  there was a further application for an enlarged industrial estate at the 

Nuralite site, which has not yet been determined by Gravesham Borough Council, and an application for an 

additional telecommunications mast at the Inn on The Lake, which has been permitted. 

There were three Appeals to the Planning Inspectorate over previous decisions of refusal, all three were 

dismissed (i.e. refused permission).  One of these was at 29-31 The Street where the design of the house 

being proposed was considered too large for the site. 

That leaves 62 applications on residential properties, but as regrettably usual nowadays there were several 

properties (11) with multiple applications within the year:  one with four applications, three with three and 

seven with two each.  Dealing with these is much more time consuming than dealing with a single, fresh 

application as the details of all the applications to date often need to be re-examined and compared.  Of the 

62 applications, one was withdrawn, three are pending decision, 39 were permitted (one after Regulatory 

Board discussion) and 19 were refused. 

All applications are examined very carefully, and generally some kind of comments, of varying levels of detail, 

have to be submitted. All comments sent in by SPC can be viewed on the GBC website plus are recorded in 

the Planning and Highways Committee minutes, as is information about individual planning problems.  The 

detailed analysis will be published in the minutes of the next Planning and Highways Committee meeting. 

Some areas of the Parish cause a lot more difficulties than others. Most applications are reasonable and 

proportionate to their sites, but some are “over-the-top”, inconsiderate to neighbours and the rural 

environment and to the Parish as a whole. 

Over the last few years there have been relaxations of planning rules (e.g. eight-metre deep rear single-

storey extensions are permitted without full consultation).  This was initially temporary but has now been 

made permanent.  Increasingly, it is also the situation that some householders are not applying for 

straightforward planning permission but using the Lawful Development process to bypass this and to legalise 

proposed very large outbuildings without neighbours or the Parish Council officially being able to object, 

although we send in our comments regardless.  This does not seem to be the original intention of the 

regulations – the process has deficiencies which can cause detrimental effects in the area.   

  



 
 

 

 

Planning matters particularly worth mentioning: 

Lower Thames Crossing:   

Except for publishing on 22nd July 2019 just an Executive Summary of Consultation Feedback from the 2018 

Lower Thames Crossing Consultation, Highways England were relatively quiet during 2019 although they 

continued assorted ground investigation works, which are still ongoing. 

Then in January 2020 they undertook a supplementary consultation over changes to the layouts of the LTC 

junction with the A2 and the A2’s widening.  The changes to their plans were quite a shock to residents due 

the great increase in size and complexity of the road and junction arrangements and the linked great increase 

in land take requirements.  These included additional houses requiring demolition and suggestions of large 

areas of tree loss from Claylane Woods, the A2 central reservation and the Country Park along the border 

with the A2.  The published documents still did not include detail of adverse consequences such as noise and 

air pollution or potential traffic increases on local roads or other environmental effects.  Some improvements 

have been made in response to our previous requests, e.g. the tunnel entrance has been moved 350m 

further south away from the Gravesend Road and increased width of the “green bridge” at Thong.  A 

proposed “informal park” at Chalk will be welcome except that it is immediately blighted by a very large 

electricity sub-station that somehow had not been previously mentioned as being required.  We will continue 

to press for further improvements.  The Parish Council’s response to the Consultation can be viewed on our 

website at https://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk/response-to-the-lower-thames-crossing-supplementary-

consultation/  

Subsequently we have had a teleconference meeting with KCC to hear their views and the background to 

their consultation response.  We are hopeful that these meetings will now continue regularly as Highways 

England progress towards submitting their application for a Development Consent Order (the Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure version of a Planning Application).  It now appears that this may be delayed until the 

very end of 2020 or early 2021, and there may also be another supplementary consultation beforehand. 

Proposed Telecommunications Mast in Shorne West:  There was a pre-application Consultation about a 

proposal to locate an over 20m high Telecommunications Mast very close to the Michael Gardens play area, 

also with a large equipment compound in what is presently farmland but intended as mitigation recreational 

space if the Lower Thames Crossing is built.  A detailed response was sent in February 2020 and nothing 

has been heard since. 

Commercial Uses – Apex Business Park and Hoo Junction:  The uses of various commercial sites in 

Queens Farm Road are something of a mystery.  The Apex site has planning restrictions on its use and the 

height of structures that can be built, particularly at the eastern end.  Despite that, a scaffolding company 

moved into the site and proceeded to build a large and tall structure to house and cover their equipment and 

a 3-4 storey stacked portacabin office block.  This was notified to the Enforcement Team at Gravesham 

Borough Council who are monitoring the situation and had asked for a planning application to be submitted.  

The portacabin structure now appears to have been removed.  At Hoo Junction, an International freight 

company appears to be operating, also without planning permission.  We are concerned about hours of 

operation and inappropriate use of unsuitable local roads by large and heavy vehicles. 

Unoccupied house in The Ridgeway:  Residents have been concerned about an unoccupied house in The 

Ridgeway where the gardens are very overgrown and contain items requiring disposal.  This has been 

reported to the Planning Enforcement Team at Gravesham Borough Council, who are taking action to require 

the owner to improve matters. 

Telephone box Post Office Green:  BT are once again trying to remove the telephone equipment from the 

box on Post Office Green.  We have objected and are waiting to hear further.   

about:blank
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Highways 

It has overall been quite a successful year for resolving Highways issues. 

New local managers (again!):  Last year I reported that we had a new KCC local Highways Steward and 

new KCC Highways Manager for Gravesham – fortunately, they have remained in place so far.  But during 

the past year there have been three changes of Schemes Manager, the person we liaise with over the 

various improvement schemes that we are trying to take forward.  These personnel changes are unhelpful in 

getting highways matters progressed. 

The KCC on-line reporting tool:  I am mentioning this again as it is the best way of reporting highways (and 

footpaths too) problems and getting them fixed. We strongly encourage residents to use it – you can pinpoint 

the fault on a map, see if it has already been reported, describe where and what it is, and upload 

photographs so that there is evidence and no doubt about the severity of the problem.  See 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem  

Highways matters particularly worth mentioning: 

Resurfacing of roads:  We are grateful to KCC that several road sections in the Village area have been 

resurfaced this year - the steep part of Mill Hill Lane, Crown Lane near the entrance to the Surgery and part 

of Pear Tree Lane at The Ridgeway.   

Brewers Road A2 overbridge:  After a lot of complaints to KCC and HE over many weeks about escalating 

pothole problems, this was finally repaired in January 2020.  There had been problems when the bridge was 

closed (for safety reasons) from drivers ignoring the signs or even actively moving the barriers aside.  A 

thorough job has been done at the joints, with a one metre margin, but we will have to wait and see how well 

it lasts. 

“Stream” surfacing on Tanyard Hill:  The saga of this continues its ups and downs of works being done but 

the problem recurring.  During last year water started flowing out of a BT manhole on the opposite side of the 

road, which was a potentially serious hazard with icy mornings in prospect.  That was resolved but water has 

again been emerging on the verge as it appears that ducts and drains are blocked further down the hill.  BT 

have been asked again to clear their ducts, and KCC to clear the drains.  We are very grateful to a local 

resident who monitors the situation. 

Lorries ignoring statutory signs:  We have continuing problems with lorries ignoring the statutory “road 

less than 6’6” wide” signs although they can pass them for access to particular properties.  Our monitoring 

shows that this does not actually happen very often but occasionally a single lorry can cause significant 

problems, as happened at Post Office Green in early March 2020.  Damage was caused to the road surface, 

the green itself, pavements, and road signs.  The haulage company has accepted responsibility and offered 

to pay for repairs.  We have been trying to persuade KCC to install additional warning signage in multiple 

locations.   

Yellow lines proposals:  We can at last report some success as these have been installed at the corners of 

Bowesden Lane to Pear Tree Lane at the Ridgeway and around two sides of Chestnut Green.  The latter has 

greatly increased road safety at the junction for traffic from the Village turning right towards the A2.  We also 

recently conducted a community consultation concerning a proposal to install yellow lines at corners of Forge 

Lane with Crown Lane, Cob Drive and Malthouse Lane to counter some of the bad parking associated with 

the Primary School.  Responses received were overwhelmingly in favour and we hope that KCC will shortly 

progress the installation. 

 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem


 
 

 

 

 

Red lines on drawing show proposed double-yellow lines locations 

Traffic speed reduction on Brewers Road, The Ridgeway, Pear Tree Lane:  We continue to try and 

progress this with KCC but the three changes of Scheme Manager during the last year has not helped.  We 

are already in discussions with the new appointee so hope to make progress soon.  Unfortunately, they also 

wanted one of the previously undertaken speed surveys repeated in a different location, but there was an 

equipment malfunction, so it is being further repeated. 

Moveable Speed Indicator Device:  Some of you may have noticed that bare sign poles have appeared in 

Thong, Tanyard Hill and at The Ridgeway.  These are for a new kind of speed monitor which can be moved 

to different locations which gives greater impact.  We are very grateful to County Councillor Bryan Sweetland 

for providing some of the funding from his discretionary grant monies. 

Susan Lindley  
Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Council Committee on Footpaths, Properties and Greens 

I am now in my third year on the Parish Council and my second year as Chair of the Footpaths, Properties 

and Greens Committee. I would like to thank Pauline Clifton, Vice Chair of the Footpaths, Properties and 

Greens Committee and my fellow Councillors for the advice and support they have given me in my efforts to 

maintain and improve our environment. 

Footpaths:  There are 13 miles of Public Rights of Way, or footpaths and bridleways, within the Parish.  Most 

of the footpaths and bridleways in Shorne are maintained by Kent County Council.  Unfortunately, KCC are 

suffering funding constraints, and this sometimes has a negative impact on the maintenance and cutting back 

of the vegetation along the rights of way.  Although KCC has a programme of maintenance, the rights of way 

can become overgrown during periods of vigorous growth.  There will inevitably be a delay before they can 

attend to problem areas, so it is important to report problems before the footpaths become impassable.  The 

best way to do this is to report it directly to KCC using their online reporting facility to pinpoint the exact 

location.  If it is reported to the Parish Council, there will inevitably be further delay, and we will not know the 

exact location.  You can find a link to the KCC reporting page on our website. 



 
 

 

 

Properties:  The Parish Council does not own a great deal of property.  The Shorne village sign at Post 

Office Green snapped off during gales in January, and we are in the process of having it reinstalled.  The 

village hall car park is also in need of repair, and we hope to get this work undertaken at some point within the 

next year.  In addition, the metal railings in The Street need to be repainted, and the Parish Council will need 

to arrange this if no other party is responsible.  We have two outdated, brick-built bus shelters on the 

Gravesend Road which are now over 60 years old and suffer from misuse. We will need to consider replacing 

these with shelters better suited to today’s environment should present usage warrant it, and this is likely to 

be an expensive investment. 

 

BT has once again applied to discontinue the pay-phone facility at Post Office Green.  If they are successful 

in obtaining consent to do this, it is the Parish Council’s intention to purchase and retain the heritage K6 

telephone box in situ, but minus the telephone.  The village will then be responsible for its maintenance and 

repairs, and for its future use. 

Greens:  KCC is responsible for the maintenance of our roadside greens and verges.  Rural verges only 

receive an annual 600mm swathe cut, whereas the ‘urban’ grass in the village centre is cut 6 times a season.  

Shorne Parish Council supplements this by arranging for additional spring cutting of the verges in the village 

where bulbs are planted, and this helps to avoid the verges from becoming overgrown during the period of 

vigorous growth.  Post Office green suffered damage from a heavy goods vehicle earlier this year, and the 

Parish Council will attend to the repairs if KCC does not undertake the work. 

There are 4 areas of common land that the Parish Council owns and is responsible for maintaining. These 

are the Recreation Ground in The Ridgeway, Shorne Common Rough between The Ridgeway and 

Woodlands Lane, Shorne Common in Mill Hill Lane, and Crabbles Bottom between Bowesden Lane and 

Crutches Lane. 

The Recreation Ground is leased by Shorne Football Club and the grass is maintained by Gravesham 

Borough Council.   Last year I reported that the Parish Council had arranged for a tree survey to be carried 

out at the Recreation Ground, as part of our ongoing annual programme of tree surveys, and that essential 

remedial work was required on four trees.  The work was completed in May 2019.  The wooden gate at the 

entrance to the Recreation Ground is starting to decay, and I am currently obtaining quotations to have this 

replaced. 

Shorne Common Rough has had a missing chestnut butt replaced to prevent unauthorised vehicular access 

to the interior, and an all-weather bollard has been installed in Footpath NS162 which runs alongside the 

Shorne Common Rough to prevent unauthorised motor vehicles from entering there. 

Shorne Common in Mill Hill Lane.  At the time of writing, the children’s play equipment is out of use due to 

COVID-19 restrictions.  As soon as these are relaxed, we will arrange for the annual routine cleaning, 

together with vegetation control and bark spreading to be carried out.  The signpost which had come out of 

the ground adjacent to Briar Cottage has now been reinstalled. 

Crabbles Bottom is an area of 27 acres of woodland, meadow, and ancient orchard between Crutches 

Lane, Bowesden Lane and the Wainscott Bypass, owned and maintained by the Parish Council.  We 

continue to put a spotlight on this beautiful area, to encourage visitors to walk, ride, bring their dogs for 

exercise and, if they wish, to pick some of our lovely apples from the orchards and blackberries from our 

bushes.  We employ contactors to keep the footpaths and bridleway open to make easy passage for visitors 

to walk through, and we also have the grass in the orchards and meadows cut several times a year to 

prevent the brambles and nettles taking over.   

Over the past year we have not had to replace any more of the fencing alongside the bridleway, however the 

weather over the winter has not been kind to us, and over the next few months repairs will be necessary 

again.  

Michael Gardens in Shorne West is part of Shorne Parish but is owned and maintained by Gravesham 

Borough Council.  The play area has been given another small refurbishment by the Borough Council. The 



 
 

 

 

climbing frame and slide have been repaired and repainted, and in the next few months we hope to see the 

replacement of the swings.  We look forward to the relaxation of the COVID-19 restrictions so that the 

equipment can be brought back into use. 

Litter Patrols:  I am pleased to report that volunteer litter patrols have taken place in all parts of Shorne. 

Over 100 volunteers have taken part in our 3 main litter picks over the past year, collecting more than 150 

bags of rubbish.  Even the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic failed to stop our volunteers, and we know of at 

least 30 volunteers who managed to combine litter picking with their permitted exercise whilst following the 

government guidelines on social distancing.  I would like to thank all our volunteers for helping to make our 

parish a well-kept place to live.    

Lisa McCluskey 
Chairman of Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Views of Crabbles Bottom 

 

 



 
 

 

 

County Councillor's Annual Report 

It continues to be a very busy year at Kent County Council.  At the moment we are just about to agree our 

budgets for 2020/21 and the council tax bill will be increased by 4% this year.  That is a 2% increase in 

council tax, plus a 2% adult social services care charge which the government introduced a couple of years 

ago.  County Council services have a major impact on local people’s lives, through schools, roads and 

highways, social services for vulnerable children and adults and for elderly people and services that are 

important to families and their communities, such as libraries and country parks.  You can read more about 

how your Council Tax is spent here: www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/finance-and-budget/our-budget 

Fly-Tipping update:    KCC has recently launched a campaign to highlight the damage that unlicensed 

waste carriers can cause.  As part of the Keep Kent Clean campaign, Kent County Council, together with the 

district and borough authorities, is urging residents to protect themselves from illegal waste carriers who often 

target householders with cheap rates to take their rubbish away.    These unlicensed carriers often dump the 

waste along country lanes or in farmers’ fields, leaving the bill for removal and disposal with the council or 

landowner.  However, if the waste is traced back to its original source, it can lead to a fine of up to £400. 

How to report problems:  If you notice a problem on a road or pavement, such as street light faults, 

potholes, drainage problems, traffic signal faults and overgrown vegetation (including hedges and grass), it is 

quick and easy for you to report it here:  www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem 

KCC routine news:  To keep up to date with everything KCC is doing then take a look at our new News and 

Media Hub online at www.kccmediahub.net  

Coronavirus pandemic KCC update:  I wrote the above beginning of my Parish report early in March but 

since then everything has changed..... 

Dealing with the unforeseen challenges of the Covid-19 pandemic has taken a significant toll on communities 

across Kent, and the impact on people, businesses and key services has been unimaginable.  Kent County 

Council is on the frontline of the response to the virus and has stepped up to the challenge of maintaining 

core services, while focussing on supporting the most vulnerable people in Kent. We have done this by 

working hand in hand with district and borough councils and an army of incredible volunteers in every part of 

the county. 

I am heartened by this amazing community response and immensely grateful to the thousands of people who 

have given their time and gone above and beyond in their efforts to look after people that need it most.  At the 

most local level parish councils have worked tirelessly to coordinate help and support in their communities, 

keeping an eye on vulnerable people and encouraging more people to come forward and help. 

Now the government has started to map out its guidance that will help us to plan and prepare for the next 

stage of the response to Covid-19 in Kent.  Nobody knows how long it will take to recover socially and 

economically from this crisis, but I assure you that Kent County Council will be at the heart of this recovery, 

helping residents and businesses to adjust to a new version of normality as the government’s emergency 

measures are wound down.  While such planning is underway, we will of course maintain our focus on 

supporting those vulnerable people in the county who will need to be shielded and cared for, for some time to 

come.  Most importantly, we will continue to ensure we are effectively working hand in hand with the amazing 

teams out in the hearts of communities in every part of Kent.  We will also continue to support social care 

providers in reducing the cases of Coronavirus in our care homes.  And we will work closely with schools 

across Kent, as the government gives further details of their plans to reopen some year groups in the next 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/finance-and-budget/our-budget
http://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-a-problem
http://www.kccmediahub.net/


 
 

 

 

few weeks as well as strengthening our support for businesses in Kent, particularly those in the retail and 

hospitality sectors. 

As we develop our response and make the changes we need to, it is more important than ever to make sure 

Kent residents have reliable, up to date information about our services. The best ways to keep in touch are to 

follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn and check our website www.kent.gov.uk/coronavirus 

for the latest updates. You can now also subscribe to receive Kent County Council information by email. 

Finally, I want to thank all the dedicated staff in the NHS, in local authorities and across the public, 

community and voluntary sectors who continue to deliver vital services through such challenging times. But 

equally, I also want to thank everyone who, by following the government’s instructions, is helping to control 

the spread of Covid-19 in Kent.  

With best wishes to you and your families.  To contact me, e-mail: bryan.sweetland@kent.gov.uk  

Bryan Sweetland  
KCC Councillor, Gravesham Rural 
  

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

CHURCH, CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE: 

The Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul 

 

The parish church continues to sit quietly in the heart of the village.  The church has been there for hundreds 

of years, each generation looking after the building with repairs and renovations, ready to hand on to the next 

generation. 

Though for most of this past year you might have thought it was an unused, boarded up old building. From 

early in the year right through to the beginning of 2020 the church roof was being replaced, so now it looks 

much more like the picture above.  We still have a long way to go for the church to be in the best condition for 

worship and community use in the 21st century.  We have a long list of urgent repairs that need to be done 

and also some upgrading to make the church fit for purpose.  We had many fundraising events planned 

which have been curtailed, as have been much of life’s everyday activities, during the pandemic. 

It should also be noted that our war memorial was 100 years old this year.  We had planned a special 

memorial and re-dedication service, which unfortunately, was the first casualty of the covid-19 virus.  The 

mailto:bryan.sweetland@kent.gov.uk


 
 

 

 

plan was also to launch an appeal for funds to have the memorial cleaned and renovated ready for our 

Remembrance Day service in November. 

While the restrictions remain in place the work of the church continues, though in very different ways to usual.  

There is much happening via the internet and social media.  The parish magazine is being produced but is 

generally only available on the church website.  We are however printing a limited number of copies.  They 

are available particularly for people who cannot access the copy on the website, either from the village shop 

or by contacting the vicar. 

Once the restrictions are lifted, we will be continuing our programme of events and fundraising activities.  I 

would like to register special thanks to all the people who are working so hard to keep the church open in the 

heart of our community, and also to those who are supporting us practically and financially.  Any further help 

and support, suggestions for more fundraising events and activities would be most welcome. 

With your continued help and support, we look forward to being here to serve this community for many more 

years to come. 

May God bless you all. 

Reverend Ted Hurst  
Vicar 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Shorne Bell Ringers 

What a year it has been for the bell ringers!   The ability of all the ringers has made giant leaps forward this 

year.  We frequently discuss any mistakes that we have made but then we remind ourselves of where we 

were a year ago.  It is easier to learn to ring when surrounded by competent ringers, so our rate of progress 

is accelerating.    

We have had two more ringers progress to the level of being able to join the Kent County Association of 

Change Ringers.  To do this a ringer must be able to ring in rounds, i.e. ringing in a descending scale, and be 

able to lower a bell.  These demonstrate that the ringer can ring unassisted and that they are able to make a 

bell safe and means that we can take on more learners who will probably find it easier to progress due to the 

competence of the current band. 

Last Christmas was a first for many years in that we rung for every service except for the service of 

remembrance.  This was partly because we have a few ringers more than the number of bells so that we can 

take the odd occasion away.  We also were able to recruit some ringers from other churches when the 

services did not coincide.  

Towards the end of the year we have been affected by the Coronavirus pandemic.  All ringing in all churches 

stopped immediately on lockdown as we were no longer allowed to enter the church.  However, practice has 

not stopped.  Richard has led practices, courtesy of WhatsApp, with theory sessions.  I was away on holiday 

when the lockdown started so missed the first sessions. 

Stuart King 
Tower Captain 
 



 
 

 

 

Shorne Village Pre-school 

We are happy to report that 2019/20 has been another fun filled year at Shorne Village Pre-school, where 

every session is packed full of activities and experiences for all children to enjoy. 

SUMMER TERM 2019 

We had a very emotional leavers assembly for all our parents of children that were leaving for school.  On a 

large screen as music played in the background ‘Time to say goodbye’ parents were shown photographs of 

their children at play during their time with us.    Not a dry eye in the room!  The children were presented with 

certificates and their own learning journey folder.  It was a very emotional day for us all. 

AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Shorne Village Pre-school welcomed in a lot of new children in September.   

Strood Fire Station visited us and taught the children about fire safety and were able to dress up and sit in the 

Fire engine. 

We have also taken part and raised money for Children in Need and Save the Children wearing our 

Christmas jumpers. 

We had an enjoyable Christmas Party for the children, and they loved our ‘Santa’s Grotto’ that had lots of 

sparkly lights and a visit from the man in red with presents for the children. 

We also held our annual Nativity at our local church with Father Ted. The story of Jesus’s birth was told 

through music and song and the children took part in creating the nativity scene with the knitted characters. 

SPRING TERM 2019 

The children have enjoyed planting and watering our plant pots in the garden.  We are also planning on 

planting sunflower seeds for a competition to see who can grow the tallest.  As well as beans to connect with 

the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. 

As you can see another busy and enjoyable year at Shorne Village Pre-school. 

Jenny Bennett 
Owner/Manager 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Shorne Church of England Primary School (including FOSS) 

Just over half-way through our 2019/2020 school year Shorne Primary School was forced to close due to the 

Coronavirus Pandemic of 2020. 

Since that date all of our children, apart from the children of key workers, have been accessing schoolwork 

remotely at home by way of Google Classroom, with tentative steps of reopening to Classes R, 1 and 6 on 

Monday 1st June 2020. 



 
 

 

 

This year the annual statutory tests, the SATs, have been cancelled together with many other events that 

take place during the summer term such as residential trips for Classes 5 and 6 and sports day to name but a 

few.  But prior to that: 

• In October, a number of Class 5 children entered into a Space Poetry Competition at Gravesend 

Library. This was to mark the 50th Anniversary of The Moon Landing and the Summer Reading 

Challenge ‘Space Chase’. We are very pleased to announce that 3 pupils from Shorne School were 

shortlisted for a prize! 

• At the beginning of February, Class 6 went to London to see the stage show of Matilda the Musical. 

All the children thoroughly enjoyed the performance and Mr Woodcock praised his class for their 

impeccable behaviour throughout the day from start to finish. 

• We have held several special feature weeks:  Engineering, E-Safety, Multi-Cultural and Art. 

Many sporting events have taken place: 

• In November, a specialist instructor visited school to give the children in Classes 1 and 2 a training 

session in Boccia and Curling. This was a fantastic opportunity for the children to learn a new skill 

especially with one of them being an Olympic and the other a Paralympic sport! 

• Also in November, a team of 15 children from Classes 3 to 6 went to Gads Hill School to take part in 

a cross country event together with six other schools. The Class 3 and 4 children had to run 1,400 

metres and the Class 5 and 6 children had to run 1,800 metres.  All the children did amazingly well 

with one of our children winning their race! 

On Thursday 13th February Mrs James, Miss Hewett, Miss Flood and Mrs South together with 

representatives from the ECO Club, School Council and our Head Boy went to The Ashford International 

Hotel for the Green School Awards. This is an awards ceremony open to schools from across the South East 

and they were extremely pleased to receive a Best Health & Wellbeing Award for their Peace and Well Being 

Garden. This is a very well-deserved award, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience of the 

ceremony. 

Over the course of this academic year two classes at a time have continued to take part in regular Sunday 

morning church services at Shorne church with Father Ted. 

• On Sunday 1st December, the children from Classes 3 and 4 represented Shorne School at our All 

Age Worship service at St Peter and St Paul Church in Shorne. The children were asked to present to 

the congregation their knowledge about Advent and the Patriarchs. They also reported about their 

hard work with the Christmas Shoebox Appeal and assisted with the collection. 

• On Sunday 2nd February, Classes 1 and 6 led All Age Worship for Candlemas. Candlemas is a 

traditional Christian festival that commemorates the ritual purification of Mary forty days after the birth 

of her son Jesus. On this day, Christians remember the presentation of Jesus Christ in the Temple 

where he was presented to God by his thankful parents. 

• On Thursday 1st November Father Ted invited the whole school to St Peter & St Paul’s church to 

attend the Remembrance Service. Each class had made a commemorative wreath which they took 

along and presented at the service. 

This year our choir and dance clubs have been very busy: 

• On the morning of Wednesday 27th November, they attended the Woodville Halls to take part in a 

dance and singing event. They were invited to attend this event by the Gravesham 50+ Forum as part 

of their Christmas celebrations. They performed a range of carols and popular Christmas hits. It was a 

fantastic event for all the ages to enjoy. 



 
 

 

 

• On Monday 3rd February, the school choir went to the O2 to take part in the Young Voices Concert 

2020. The children spent the afternoon in rehearsals with all the other schools taking part in the event. 

Shorne were so lucky to be sitting extremely close to the stage with a fabulous view of everything. At 

6pm friends and family arrived to take their seats and the O2 was completely full! The concert took 

place over the next two hours with thousands of children coming together and singing their hearts out 

as one choir. They sang a range of songs from a wild west medley to pop section and finished with a 

Queen medley. Guest performers included Tony Hadley of 80’s group Spandau Ballet, the Shires and 

Ruti Olajugbagbe who was the winner of The Voice 2018 and Urban Strides a street dance crew.  

This was such an amazing, never to be forgotten, opportunity for all of the children. 

We would like to say a big thank you to all members of FOSS who continue to work extremely hard to fund 

projects for the school. This year FOSS have organised a hugely successful Christmas Fayre, film nights and 

Mother’s Day gift sale. 

During the course of the year, the whole school has been involved in many different fundraising events: 

• In October, lots of food was very kindly donated for our Harvest Festival which was then delivered to 

the Gravesham Food Bank, shoeboxes were filled for the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Appeal, Class 

5 & 6 held fund raising events after school for two different charities – Class 5 for the Ellenor and 

Class 6 for the WWF Emergency Australian Fire Appeal.  

• We also raised money for the annual poppy Appeal, held Christmas Jumper Day for Save the 

Children, joined in with Shoe Share and all the children once again took part in Muddy Madness. 

Personnel/Staffing news: 

• At the beginning of the year we said goodbye to Luke Steggles who resigned as our Chair of 

Governors and we welcomed Keith Syrett as our new Chair. We are always very appreciative of our 

whole governing body who give up their time to support and work closely with the leadership to bring 

about continual improvements. 

• During the course of this year, our Head of School, Miss Hewett, has continued to bring in her 

Chocolate Labrador, Harley. We reported last year that Harley had started work at Shorne School as 

a therapy dog and he continues to be a very popular member of the school! 

• We said goodbye to our caretaker, Mr Carr, who had worked at Shorne School for the best part of 18 

years and who has now started a long and happy retirement.   

• We were very pleased to receive some happy baby news:  Three of our teachers – Miss Tyler, Mrs 

Doerr and Miss Flood - have had babies this year and are currently on maternity leave. In their places 

we have warmly welcomed Mr Cokell, Mrs Reid and Miss Pope. 

Finally, during the last few weeks of lockdown the school has had new security gates fitted to the front 

entrance of the school. The cost of the gates and installation has been solely funded through a successful 

CIF bid (Condition Improvement Fund) acquired by the Academy Trust. Most CIF funding’s core priority is to 

support condition projects and the focus of the fund is to keep school and college buildings safe and in good 

working order. It aims to address issues such as poor building conditions, building compliance, energy 

efficiency or health and safety.  Electric gates at the front of the school is something that has been the topic 

of conversation for some time at Shorne in terms of security.  We are sure you will now agree that not only do 

they add that extra level of security but do have a certain kerb appeal at the same time! 

Tara Hewett 
Head of School 



 
 

 

 

 
 

New security gates at Shorne School 

 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

1st Shorne Scout Group 

The Shorne Scout Group continues to thrive with over 60 young members over the three sections, supported 

by a dedicated adult leader team assisted by a number of parents and under-18 young leaders.  We also 

share our facilities with the Gravesham District Explorer Scout Unit “Phoenix”.  

All three scout sections are currently very fully subscribed and, unfortunately, we are running waiting lists and 

now having to turn down enquiries.  Although varying across the three sections, our overall membership 

currently comprises one-third girls and two-thirds boys.  Unfortunately, with the COVID-19 crisis all normal 

meetings and activities were suspended from March, however the leaders are holding virtual meetings with 

suggested activities over the internet.  Sadly, the planned activities and camps for 2020, including the Scout 

Summer camp have been cancelled due to the pandemic.  

All the sections follow the Scout Association’s varied and active programme centred around three main 

themes; Outdoor and Adventure, the World and Skills.  These involve both individual and teamwork 

challenges, offering diverse experiences and importantly having fun doing it.  The group participated in the 

District St. Georges Day parade and service in Gravesend town centre and at the Remembrance Day Service 

at the Parish Church in November.  Two of our members gained an exciting, once in a lifetime experience, 

joining some 47,000 other scouts from 152 countries camping at the 24th World Scout Jamboree in West 

Virginia, USA over the 2019 summer holidays.  In October, all sections and the Phoenix Explorers 

participated in the Kent County Scouts Big Litter Pick Day, with Shorne gathering a large volume of litter, 

bottles and cans and other metal objects from around Shornemead Fort.   

The Beaver section (6-8 year olds) meets on Mondays.  During the year the colony completed their hobbies 

badge with swimming certificates, football medals and pet pictures being shown.  They also completed the 

Sports badge in Woodlands Park and visited the Bluewater Lego shop where they constructed a digger and 

were able to take it home.  Many walks were completed locally including around Shorne Country Park and 

Jeskyns Woodland.  



 
 

 

 

The Cub section (8-10.5 year olds) meets on Wednesdays and is currently bursting with 28 young people 

(half boys, half girls) enjoying fun, adventure and learning every week.  They camped, hiked, kayaked and 

cycled their way though many activities – including climbing, pedal karts, fire lighting, archery, laser tag, 

football, conkers and dancing.  Visits have included the RAF Museum at Hendon, the driving range, a 

treasure hunt around Gravesend, and an Alien invasion outside Maidstone.  They have learnt about the 

World Scout Jamboree (and took part in a Spartan Run), learnt navigation and teamwork, celebrated 

Halloween, Christmas, Pancake Day and Chinese New Year and more recently Mother’s Day from home 

whilst on lockdown.  Cubs are continuing to explore the Great Indoors during the COVID-19 crisis with an 

active programme. 

The Scout section (10.5-14 year olds) meets on Thursdays and remains at full strength with some 20 young 

persons.  The troop enjoyed a varied program of activities, including completing various cooking and modern 

communication challenges, together with games nights, spartan runs, knots, pioneering and other scouting 

skills.  They also experienced a variety of intricate crafts and modelling, including making a giant reindeer.  

The summer camp was highly popular and enjoyed by most of the troop.  It was held at Tolmers Scout Site 

near Cuffley where they participated in a wide a wide range of activities.  

The Phoenix Explorer Unit (14-18 year olds) meets on Mondays, with the numbers strengthening to 12 

members over the year.  The unit has an active programme determined by its members, including the Duke 

of Edinburgh Award scheme.  The unit participated in Gilwell24, a camp comprising 24 hours of activities, and 

the District Hillcraft hillwalking trips.  They also won the District Explorer campcraft competition with a team of 

4 girls – the first win by Phoenix for many years.  

Chris Zgoda  
Group Scout Leader 
 

 

Beavers leading the Remembrance Day parade 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Scouts paddle-boarding 
  



 
 

 

 

 
 

Scouts at Summer Camp 
 

 

 
 

Phoenix winning Campcraft team 
 
 

 
 

Litter pick at Shornemead Fort 
 

 
 

Scouts constructing a ballista 
 

 

 

Cubs constructing with spaghetti 



 
 

 

 

Shorne and Shorne-Higham Football Clubs 

Two Footballs Clubs use the Recreation Ground at The Ridgeway.  Both have unfortunately had their 

2019-20 seasons curtailed by the Coronavirus epidemic but before that: 

- Shorne FC have been doing well in matches and are in the Senior (Premier) Division of the North Kent 

Sunday League.  They hope to reach the Final when the season resumes. 

- Shorne-Higham FC, in Division One, have not been doing as well, so the situation can only improve! 

It is hoped that some additional funding may be secured during 2020. 

Lee Boyson and David Cater 
Team Managers 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

LOCAL AMENITIES/SOCIETIES 

Shorne Woods Country Park 

Last year we started to refurbish the volunteer garden so carefully looked after by our volunteer Dennis 
Rozier.  We replaced the edging and one of the rose arbours and restocked the new raised beds with bee 
friendly plants.  We replaced the path edging in the arboretum being careful not to cause any damage. 
 

 
 

Renovated paths and edging 

 
In the summer we re-topped the overflow car park and replaced some of the old worn out orientation signs 
and way-markers in the park.  It is hard to believe the lottery project started 14 years ago and that much of 
what was installed now needs replacing! 
 
Our annual management of the 4km network of rides and glades through the coppice woodland continued 
and this year we also supported the butterfly conservation trusts surveys by submitting a weekly butterfly 
record to their national survey. 
 
A lot of work has been done on our pond network last year, clearing tree regeneration around the edges of 
the education pond and removing reeds from the arboretum pond and ponds near the café. This allows 
more sunlight into the ponds which helps increase the health of the water. 



 
 

 

 

 
In the play areas we installed a new tractor in the toddler play area and a giant dragon swing and rotating 
disc in the play area for older children. 
 

 
 

Tractor play feature 

 
 

Rotating disc play feature 

 
Every week the Saturday Park Run regularly has over 300 runners peaking at over 600 runners on New 
Year’s Day.  
 
Our volunteers contributed 621 days of their time to help us manage the park, this year totalling 3730 
hours.  Volunteers help us carry out conservation tasks every Tuesday from 9:30am until 3:30 pm.  We 
also have volunteers who help run the park run every weekend and volunteers who help us to manage the 
Volunteer garden.  Archaeological volunteers continue to meet weekly at the park and carry out activities 
all over the local area focusing on Cobham.  If you want to get involved in volunteering please call 03000 
414747. 
 
This year Shorne Woods offset its entire running costs so was managed at no cost to the taxpayer, the 
Country Parks service as a whole offset 74% of their running costs so the parks service costs 28p to each 
taxpayer.  Despite the mild winter we sold over 3000 bags of logs from the centre.  These logs are 
coppiced from the park and never travel more than a mile from where park staff cut it.  They are seasoned 
for two years before we sell them. 
 

 
 

Coppicing in progress 



 
 

 

 

 
The park was awarded the Green Flag Award again last year for the 10th consecutive year and won the 
SSEIB Gold award for Country Parks. 
 
You can keep up to date with all the work the team do and upcoming events on our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/ShorneWoods/  
 
If you have any questions or queries, please call 03000 414747 and one of the team will be happy to help 
you, or alternatively come and find us at the visitor centre. 
 
Timothy Bell 
Senior Ranger 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Dicken’s Country Protection Society 
 
The Society has been very busy as usual this year, continuing the basic work of monitoring and 
commenting on (when considered appropriate), the various local planning applications being submitted to 
both Gravesham and Medway councils.  The Society also continually keeps under review major plans 
affecting our area of interest and makes input and representations as and when possible.  Detailed 
analysis can be found in our latest Newsletter which is sent out to Society members.   
The Lower Thames Crossing (LTC) consultation:  The previous Highways England (HE) consultation was 

held nearly 18 months ago and 29,000 people responded.  Highways England had said that they might 

consult again about revised designs and that has now happened:  an eight-week consultation began on 

29th January 2020 and ran until 25th March (subsequently extended to 2nd April).  DCPS, along with other 

local organisations and Parish Councils, submitted representations.  The changed designs look likely to 

affect traffic flows and volumes in the area but predicting exactly what will happen is very difficult.  There 

could be increased traffic on the A226 through Shorne and Higham and at the junctions with the Wainscott 

Bypass, and access from Shorne onto the M2 at Brewers Road will not be direct. The next stage after this 

will be a draft Development Consent Order, which, if approved by the Secretary of State, will give 

Highways England sweeping powers to build the road.    

Other items that are particularly worth mentioning are: 

• Shornemead Crossing closure:  Network Rail have once again closed Shornemead Level Crossing 

to pedestrians, without any prior discussion and even though it is a registered footpath (following a 

protracted battle to get it put on the definitive map).  This was because of a safety incident involving 

a mini-motorbike, which shouldn’t anyway have been using the Crossing.  The Society would like to 

hear from residents who have used the Crossing and are now being inconvenienced – please 

contact Robin Theobald on 01474 823674 and send in your objections to KCC addressed to 

Richard Rusling, Public Rights of Way and Access Service, Kent County Council, Invicta House, 

County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME13 1XX. 

• Planning trends:  The Society has noticed a worrying increase in the use of lawful and permitted 

development rules to build very large extensions and additional buildings without there being proper 

plans, opportunity for objection and for the planning authorities to include conditions about future 

use and any further building on the site.  Also, people are buying houses with large gardens in the 

Green Belt and then completely clearing them of all trees and bushes etc, so removing all wildlife 

habitat and creating a sterile environment.  The Society does what it can to influence matters. 

https://www.facebook.com/ShorneWoods/


 
 

 

 

• Passenger Railways on the Hoo Peninsula:  Residents may not be aware that there are plans to 

reintroduce passenger train services on the Hundred of Hoo railway branch line that is currently 

only used for freight and industry.  The hope is that this might reduce demand for road transport 

following additional housebuilding.  The Society will be keeping an eye on the proposals. 

• Local Plans:  Both Gravesham and Medway Councils are still working to produce finalised Local 

Plans, without which our areas are vulnerable to uncontrolled housing development.  The Society 

will comment on these once the draft documents become available. 

On lighter matters: 

• The Society unfortunately had to cancel its annual Barn Dance this year (due to have been held on 

Saturday 9th May). 

• Society contact details:  Mrs P Lippiatt, 01322 275389 

Susan Lindley  
Committee Member 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

VILLAGE HALL AND HOSTED ORGANISATIONS 

Village Hall 

The year was good to start with, bookings were good:  many children's parties on Sundays, clubs and 

outside bookings. 

But then came the bad side:  all the main floor including the stage had water underneath, this was after 

heavy rain.  It lifted up about 200 of the wooden blocks.  They had to be dried out which took a long time.   

All outside gutters and the roofs have been cleaned.  A new radiator has been fitted in the gents, and new 

taps in the kitchen. My thanks go out to all the staff for all their hard work, to our new Treasurer and the 

committee for their support and to the Parish council.  I thank you all. 

Gloria Ashby  
Chairperson, Village Hall Management Committee 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Early Retirement Club 

The Early Retirement Club, inaugurated in 1982, continues to meet at Shorne Village Hall, on a fortnightly 

basis. Over the past year our membership has remained steady - we currently have 32, including 2 

honorary members. 

Like all clubs and organisations, we are always looking to add to our numbers so anyone interested in 

joining us would be most welcome.  We encourage prospective candidates to come along as a guest to 

see what an amicable, friendly group we are. 



 
 

 

 

Our calendar of speakers is varied and stimulating, covering a broad spectrum of interesting subjects.  For 

example, during this past year we have heard about The Herald of Free Enterprise (which no doubt you will 

all remember), The Young Charlie Chaplin, Vengeance Weapons, Rochester Cathedral, Dickens in Kent 

and many others.  Although we are a men-only group, we do have at least two meetings a year where 

ladies are invited to attend. 

We also try to organise a couple of social trips a year.  In the Spring we visited the Battle of Britain 

Memorial Museum/Chapel at Biggin Hill, and in the Autumn the “Bluetown” Music Hall at Sheerness. 

We have a dinner at Christmas in Shorne Village Hall which last year attracted 49 people.  

Our meetings are always well supported averaging 25 in attendance which illustrates out of 30 active 

members just how popular the club is. 

We are fortunate to have a continuing programme of equally good talks planned for the next year, so why 

not come along. 

Jim Pearce 
Secretary 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Local History Group 
 
The Group meets on the third Thursday of the month from October to April at the Village Hall to hear talks 

on, mostly, our local history.  The meetings start at 7.30 and usually finish by 9 pm.  New members and 

visitors are welcome, just turn up to receive a warm welcome.  Unfortunately, the meetings in March and 

April 2020 had to be cancelled due to the coronavirus pandemic.   

These are the talks we heard this year: 

• October:  The Romance of London’s River by Tony Farnham, who spoke of his lifetime working on the 

river, mostly on tugs. 

• November:  The Ancient Parishes of Gravesham by Christoff Bull, who spoke about several of the old 

parishes in the borough and their history, delivered in his usual entertaining way. 

• December:  The Master Masons by Imogen Corrigan.  These were the people who designed and built 

our beautiful medieval churches and cathedrals, and also led interesting lives.  This was followed by 

wine and mince pies. 

• January:  History of the Rochester Bridge Trust: by Alison Cable.  A bridge existed in Roman times, but 

the Trust was formed in the 14th century to remedy the problems of keeping the bridge in repair, which it 

still does. 

• February:  Ancestors in the Local Community by Dr Joan Stirk, who told us how to find out more about 

the lives of our ancestors, to add flesh to the skeleton of our family trees. 

For more information and our next programme contact Mike Jenkins mcj866@gmail.com or 01474 822787. 

Andrew Moffat 
Chairman 
 

  



 
 

 

 

Probus (Northfleet and District) 

We are a club for Retired and Semi-retired men.  We meet each alternate Tuesday morning at Shorne 

Village Hall.  Our fees remain the same as last year £12.00 annually plus £3.00 per meeting.  Each 

meeting, after refreshments, we enjoy talks given by a variety of speakers, including our local historian 

Christophe Bull.  Four times a year we hold a luncheon for members and guests. 

In April 2019, a group of us travelled to Scotland for a holiday staying in a hotel on the banks of Loch 

Lomond.  Later in the year we travelled to the Isle of Wight for a “Turkey and Tinsel” break.  Both Holidays 

were enjoyed by all who took part.  The Social committee also arranged a day trip to Eastbourne for the air 

show, and in March this year 18 members and guests attended the Royal Marine Bands Mountbatten 

Festival at the Royal Albert Hall. 

Since March this year we have followed government guidelines and suspended all meetings due to Covid-

19.  This has unfortunately meant that our planned holiday to North Yorkshire in June has been cancelled.  

Hopefully our trip to Warners Hotel, Littlecote will be able to go ahead. 

We are keeping in touch with all members during this Lockdown period via a WhatsApp group and 

Telephone Tree so that we can be made aware of any problems. 

We welcome new members.  Please contact our Club Secretary Robin Friday, Telephone 01474 363135 

for information or visit www.shornevillagehall.org   

Victor W Hughes 
Chairman 
 

 
 

Chairman Vic Hughes 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

New President Tony Weller (R) presenting past 
President's badge to retiring President, Tony Farnham 

 

http://www.shornevillagehall.org/


 
 

 

 

 
 

Falkirk Wheel, Scotland 

 

 
 

The Kelpies, Scotland 

 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Shorne Active Retirement Association (ShornAra) 

ShornARA is a 50+ Club for Men & Women, which has been going for 19 years.  We have enjoyed another 

successful year packed with activities.  Our Meetings are on the Last Tuesday of every month.  At our June 

meeting we have a lovely Cream Tea. and at the October meeting we have an afternoon tea.  Every month 

we have speakers and entertainers.  Thanks to Jackie Waters who has been arranging our speakers and 

entertainers for many years and has now passed it over to Janet Bennington our Secretary.  

We have a gentleman who is 91 and this year a lady who is 90.  We are a very friendly group of semi-

retired and retired people.  Unfortunately, we had to close the Short Mat Bowls session because of a lack 

of members in 2019.  We do Ten Pin Bowling every other week, on a Friday afternoon at Rochester, 

except in the children’s holidays.  We have days out which have included lunches.  For example, in 

December, we saw the Christmas Lights in London then went on to have Fish & Chips.  Several times a 

year we go to various pub lunches.  We have been to several Shows in London and had some super 

holidays.  In 2019 we went to Guernsey in May and up to Cumbria in September. 

Charities:  We raised £32 money for the Cancer Research - The idea was that instead of exchanging 

Christmas Card to one another we gave a £l each.   We raised £409.39 by the end of the year for SSAFA.  

This year we will raise money for Demelza. 

Maureen Horsham  
Chair 
 

 
 

Christmas Lights in London 
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Haverthwaite Railway Station in Cumbria 
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Ramsgate Tunnel 

 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Short Mat Bowls Club 

We are a local indoor bowls club and meet every Wednesday at the village hall between 7.00 p.m. and 10.00 

p.m. 

New members and visitors are always welcome as we are a very friendly club and enjoy meeting new people, 

contact myself on 01474 566918. 

Friendly instruction is given to new people wishing to take up a new hobby and if equipment is needed 

everything is provided at the hall.   



 
 

 

 

Besides our regular playing evenings, we hold internal competitions with prize-givings at our annual 

Christmas party.  

We are in the Medway Triples League and are now in the 1st Division. 

We are now closed because of Corvid 19 but do hope to start up again in the not too distant future.  We are 

all looking forward to playing together again getting back to normal. 

Nick Trice  
Chairman 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

STAGES (Shorne Theatre Appreciation & Group 

Entertainment Society) 

2019 Was another successful year for Stages.  The Committee was very active in organising 60 events 

during the year, which included the following: 

• 12 Members meetings in the Village Hall - these included entertainers and speakers plus 2 cheese & wine 

evenings and 2 cream teas. (The main purpose of our monthly meetings is for members to see what we 

have available for the future and to sign up for events already agreed at previous meetings). 

• 15 Theatre visits either at London theatres or at The Orchard at Dartford, The Marlowe at Canterbury, or 

The Churchill at Bromley.  

• 10 Visits to Stately Homes & Gardens including a return visit to Frogmore House and Windsor. 

• 7 Four Museums and art galleries in London. 

• Classical Concerts at the Royal Albert Hall, or Cadogan Hall in London. 

• Three Diners’ Clubs in various restaurants. 

• Three Guided Tours of Various Locations. 

• A River boat trip on the Medway 

• A Horse Racing day at Kempton Park, together with a meal. 

• A Christmas Dinner Dance. 

• A Tour of a Tractor factory in Essex 

• A seven-day Cruise to the Norwegian Fiords on the Columbus cruise ship. 

To end the year, we had an arranged Lunch and show on the Magellan Cruise ship in Tilbury.    

We do our best to offer something for all members.  The suggestions for our trips come from members and 

our dedicated Committee who run and accompany members on the trips.  

Our 2020 programme is already going ahead with many new events. 

Our membership is open to residents of Shorne, Higham, Chalk and Cobham. If you are interested in joining 

please ring our Membership Secretary, Adrienne, on 01474 822875. 

Richard Moore 
Chairman   



 
 

 

 

 

Essex Tractor Factory Tour 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

Cottage Garden Society 

Shorne Cottage Garden Society is one of the oldest organisations in the Village and after almost 70 years it is 

still thriving today with a membership in 2019 of 63.  We have a very enthusiastic committee who work hard 

to make our programme of events throughout the year enjoyable to everyone. 

After being disappointed in 2018 when we had to cancel our Spring Show because of road works, 2019 was 

exceptional.  We had three wonderful Shows with over 200 entries in each.  Our Shows are always a delight 

and this year members filled the Village Hall with some amazing flowers and vegetable entries.   Our 

Cookery, Craft and Flower Arranging Classes were also well supported.  The Children’s Classes are 

becoming very popular and this year the children really made our presentation tables sparkle with their 

entries.  Classes in the Shows are open to all members of the Society, their children, and grandchildren.   At 

our Summer show we hold a small exhibition, with no judging, of various art exhibits produced by members.   

Advertising banners are erected throughout the Village the week prior to the Shows and we have been 

thrilled to see so many visitors.  Open to the public at 2.45pm, the Shows together with the Plant Stall, Raffle, 

Auction and Cream Teas are becoming quite the social meeting place for friends to enjoy the afternoon. 

We had three very interesting Speaker Evenings.  The first entitled “All Things Nutty” by Alex Hunt from the 

Kentish Nut Tree Growers.  In July, our speaker was Chris Stewart talking about “The Fascinating and Secret 

Life of the Mole”. 

Our final speaker in October was Steve Bradley from Radio Kent talking on “Making the Most of Bulbs”, 

followed by question time.  At the end of the year, in November, 61 guests attended our Annual Supper and 

Presentation of Trophies.  This is when the engraved trophies are awarded to the prize winners throughout 

the year.   



 
 

 

 

2020 began with our AGM in February, and the first event was our Speaker Evening with Brian Nobbs from 

the RSPB talking about “Gardening for Wildlife”. 

We are a friendly Society and we welcome new members.  If you would like to join, membership is £7.50 p.a. 

and please contact our Membership Secretary Celia Burns on 01474 397887 or email shornecgs@gmail.com 

Maureen Morten, 
Chairperson 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

WI:  Shorne and Thong Women's Institute 

Shorne & Thong WI continues to thrive although the number of members is down.  Sadly, two members, 

Beryl Wharton and Helen Kingston, died and another member decided not to rejoin.  Beryl was our treasurer 

for many years and Helen was a wonderful cake decorator.  At present we have 29 full members and 1 dual 

member.  Recently we have been visited by possible new members so we are hopeful that our numbers will 

rise again. 

We have had an active Committee this year that has worked hard to promote our club and provide interesting 

speakers and activities for our members.  We had a very interesting tour of Owletts in Cobham and a 

delicious Ploughman’s Lunch at The Golden Lion in Luddesdown.  Our monthly Coffee Mornings at Millbrook 

Garden Centre continue to be popular and the Book Club has been reading an eclectic range of books 

provided by the Library in Higham.  We have had some very lively discussions and disagreements about the 

books read!  Our members have also attended various workshops provided by WI, Annual Craft and Home 

Economic Days at Ditton as well as events at other WI’s in the area.  Our members continue to knit baby 

items for Darent Valley Hospital as well as throws for a residential home.  We also had a stall at the Table-

Top Sale in the Church. 

This year we have learnt about the work of the Air Ambulance, the history of capital punishment, virgin olive 

oil and the ups and downs of being a wedding photographer.  We also took a tour of New England guided by 

one of our speakers.  We have enjoyed listening to a wide spectrum of speakers. 

Our members enjoyed a delicious Christmas Lunch courtesy of Gloria Ashby and her team in December with 

entertainment by Musaic, a lively duo.  We tried to ‘Guess Who’ from old photographs at our Bring and Buy 

Sale and we held a Beetle Drive.  We also entertained visitors from other WI’s at our Strawberry Tea.  Sadly, 

our meetings have been curtailed due to Covid-19, but we are looking forward to the time when we can meet 

again.  We have a great line up of speakers for the upcoming 2020-2021 year. 

We are always ready to welcome new members.  We are a friendly group of ladies in our 40s to our 90s.  

Why not visit us for a taster meeting?  We will be pleased to see you on the first Thursday of each month at 

2pm in the Village Hall. 

Susan Muckley 
President 
 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 



 
 

 

 

Shorne Flower Arrangers 

Membership for SFA has remained steady throughout 2019 and we currently have 35 Members, with 2 

Honorary Members. 

Our year began on a slightly disappointing note as the January meeting had to be cancelled because of the 

“Beast from the East”, and a decision was taken by the Committee to postpone the planned demonstration 

until February.   The year consisted of several workshops, one led by Robin White, who subsequently 

achieved “Designer of the Year” at a National competition. 

• In June we were visited by Jane Patterson, a demonstrator with many years of experience both in 

flower arranging and teaching.   The August meeting was a BBQ hosted by Linda and John Hutcheon 

in their garden in Borstal.   The food and company were excellent and thoroughly enjoyed by all who 

attended. 

• The Club Competition held in the Large Village Hall in September was a great success and the 

residents of Shorne were invited to come and see the work by our very talented Members. 

• The year came to a close with a demonstration by Linda Hutcheon. 

Linda Clatworthy, our Chair for 2019 unfortunately was forced to resign because of her health, and at the 

October AGM Linda Hutcheon was duly elected Chairman. 

Future plans for the Club include an outing for Members, family and friends, and more practical evenings and 

demonstrations.  It is also intended to use Social Media to further publicise events.    

Linda Hutcheon 
Shorne Flower Arrangers Chairman. 
 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

THERESA MARTIN, RIP 

As we prepared to go to press, we heard very sad news that our previous Clerk, Theresa Martin, had died at 

Darent Valley Hospital on 16th May 2020.  Theresa became the Parish Clerk in 1986 and served the Parish 

Council and the people of Shorne for over 33 years before retiring in June 2019.  During her long period of 

service, Theresa saw many Councillors and Chairmen come and go, but she served the parish loyally, 

bringing continuity and stability to the Council and stayed in contact even after her well-earned retirement.  

She will be missed. 

An Obituary will be published in the Shorne Parish Magazine. 

===<<<<<>>>>>=== 

 

 
The Shorne Parish Council Annual Report 2019-20 was edited by Susan Lindley. 

Please contact 01474 823179 or susan.lindley@shorneparishcouncil.org if you have any 

questions about the content. 



 
 

 

 

Contact details of People and Organisations contributing to this Report: 

 

County Councillor for Shorne Bryan Sweetland 07976 309171 

St Peter and Paul Parish Church Rev. Ted Hurst 01474 822239  

Shorne Bell Ringers Stuart King  01474 823804 

Shorne Pre Shcool Jenny Bennett  07895 981423 

Friends of Shorne School Lisa Sewell   01474 740538 

Shorne School Tara Hewett  01474 822312 

Shorne Scouts Chris Zgoda   01474 815331 

Shorne Football Club David Cater   01474 822129 

Shorne Woods Country Park Tim Bell  01474 823800 

Dickens Country Protection Society Pat Lippiatt   01322 275389  

Shorne Village Hall Gloria Ashby   01474 822874 

Early Retirement Club Jim Pearce   01474 355816 

Local History Group                        Mike Jenkins   01474 822787 

Probus of Northfleet Robin Friday   01474 363135 

Shorne ARA                                       Andrea Brickell  01474 746606 

Short Mat Bowls Penny Edwards  01474 822076 

STAGES Adrienne   01474 822875 

Cottage Garden Society Celia Burns    01474 397887 

Women’s Institute Sue Muckley  01474 824732 

Shorne Flower Arrangers Linda Hutcheon 01634 325540 

 

Shorne Parish Council 2019-20:  (see website for latest personnel information) 

 

Chairman: Bob Lane  01474 822680 bob.lane@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Vice Chairman: Robin Theobald  01474 823674  robin.theobald@shorneparishcouncil.org  

 

Members: 

John Bugg  01474 823547  john.bugg@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Pauline Clifton 01474 825110 pauline.clifton@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Robert Hardy 01474 357681 robert.hardy@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Susan Lindley  01474 823179 susan.lindley@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Lisa McCluskey 01474 332654 lisa.mccluskey@shorneparishcouncil.org 

Clive Rea 01474 568702 clive.rea@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Steve White 07714 456950 steve.white@shorneparishcouncil.org  

Clerk:  

Sarah Poole  01634 243157 clerk@shorneparishcouncil.org  

 

The next ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY will be held on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, date TBA, see 

website.  All village organisations are most welcome to present their annual report at this meeting.  All reports will form 

the basis of contributions to the Annual Parish Report for 2019-2020.  Copy of more than 250 words in length may be 

edited to fit available space. 

 

Other information on Parish Council matters: 
Parish Council Website: http://www.shornepc.kentparishes.gov.uk  

Parish Council Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/shorneparishcouncil   

Reports on Parish Council issues also feature in every issue of the Shorne Parish Magazine.  
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