
  

SHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Assembly held on 

22
nd

 April 2021 held on zoom 

 

. 

PRESENT: Mr R Lane (Chairman) 

 Mr R Theobald 

 Mr J Bugg 

 Mr R Hardy 

 Mr C Rea 

 Mrs S Lindley 

 Miss P Clifton 

 Mrs L McCluskey 

 Ms A Franks 

 

ALSO IN KCC Cllr B Sweetland 

ATTENDANCE 5 Parishioners 

 

Apologises received from Maureen Morton – Shorne Cottage Garden Society 

 

Mr Lane welcomed parishioners to the meeting, this is the first one since 2019 due to last year 

being cancelled due to Covid 19. 

Minutes of the Meeting held on 18
th

 April 2019 

The minutes were agreed as a true record. Proposed by Mrs Lindley and seconded by Ms 

Clifton.  

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Mr Lane reported as follows: 

This has been a year dominated by COVID-19.  Last year’s Annual Parish Assembly had to 

be cancelled, and unfortunately having to hold this year’s assembly online.  For this reason 

we are going to keep it very brief with a more detailed version in our Annual Report, which  

is in more detail online if you would like to read it, but we will publish our Annual Report 

and will be delivered to everyone hopefully by June.  Let’s hope next year we are all able to 

meet at the Village Hall. 

 

Shorne Village Hall 

 

Talking of the Village Hall the Covid restrictions has had serve financial impact on the 

Village Hall, which has had to rely on using dwindling reserves and Covid grants to survive.  

But this can’t continue indefinitely, and it is essential that the Village Hall is able to reopen 

for business as soon as possible.  The Parish Council has agreed that it would be prepared to 

provide financial support to the Village Hall if there is no other alternative, in order it ensure 

its survival.  But this will inevitably have an impact on other spending we would have liked to 

have done and on the Parish Precept.   

 



  

 

Shorne Common Children’s Play Area 

 

I am pleased to report that we have obtained £30,000.00 in grants, from Kent County Council, 

Gravesham Borough Council, and Veolia Environmental Trust and this together with 

investment from the Parish Council and kind offers and donations from local residents means 

we have now ordered the new children’s playground equipment for Shorne Common and we 

are hoping to have the equipment installed in time for the summer season. 

 

Lower Thames Crossing and Gravesham Local Plan 

 

In our Annual Report, I would like to draw your attention to the potential impact of Lower 

Thames Crossing, and the potential impact of the Local Housing Plan targets which could 

have on our Parish and Countryside, further information can be found in the full report and I 

urge you to read them.  

 

Parish Council Personnel 

 

I would like to welcome our new Councillor Allison Franks, and thank all my colleagues for 

their work on behalf of the Parish over the last year.  My particular thanks go to my Vice 

Chairman Robin Theobald, to Susan Lindley for her continuing diligent work as Chair of the 

Planning & Highways Committee, and to Pauline Clifton who took over last year as Chair of 

the Footpaths, Properties, & Greens Committee.  I would also like to express my thanks to 

our Clerk Sarah Poole, particularly for making sure we have been able to continue with our 

meetings online.   

 

I am sorry this is brief, but I would encourage you all to take the time to read our Annual 

Report when it is delivered through your letterbox. 

 

Bob Lane 

Chairman of Shorne Parish Council 

REPORT FROM CHAIR OF PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 

 

As usual I would first like to thank everyone who has been involved with their assistance in 

evaluating responding to planning applications as this can be very time consuming this report 

is a summary and the full report will be published on-line as well so I will not be going into 

any particular details but would be happy to answer any questions about any of the planning 

matters we have dealt with over the past year.  A Covid pandemic it has not actually had 

much affect on the work of this committee but that really just means that it has been as busy 

as usual; 

 

Planning 

 

This year has seen a high number of planning applications we have had 85 that includes five 

that were just outside the Parish, five that were non-residential, there were seven which were 

appeals some of the applications have been very complex and took a long time to investigate 



  

this happens particularly where applicants attempting to circumambient the systems which are 

designed to protect the local area and protect existing residents unfortunately rather to much 

of that goes on nowadays, the most complex applications were non residential I am just going 

to mention 2 which is the redevelopment of Nuralite Industrial Estate which is located in 

Shorne but perhaps but a lot of people might not realise about it, though located in Shorne it 

impacts most on Higham and also New Green Farm where most of you  have noticed they 

have been planting a lot of apple trees and they are asking to have residential caravans for 

their seasonal workers and really our concerns there are about the future direction of the  

development on the site.  

Lower Thames Crossing:   

 

The biggest Planning issue that we faced last year was of course the Highways 

England/Lower Thames Crossing proposals these continued with what they call a design 

refinement consultation last summer for which we sent in a detailed response but then we 

were all under threat at the end of the year from them proposing to submit a development 

consent order application, which they did,  but really it was a great relief in terms of our work 

load when they had to withdraw it to allow time for modifications we have continued having 

relevantly minor meetings with Highway England while waiting for them to re submit the 

Development Consent Order.   

 

Highways 

 

We have had two big success in getting road safety improvement scheme implemented these 

are the reduction in the speed limited to 30mph all along Pear Tree Lane and the installation 

of double yellow lines on three corners of Forge Lane that have been badly affected by School 

parking, we really have to express our gratitude to Kent County Council over these, Bryan 

Sweetland is no doubt fed up about hearing about them, so we are very glad these two in 

particular are off the agenda and I am practically pleased to say they were fully funded by 

Kent County Council so there was no cost to the Parish which isn’t always the situation going 

forward we already have a long list of other items we are continually trying to progress. 

 

Susan Lindley  

Chairman of the Planning and Highways Committee 

FOOTPATHS, PROPERTIES and GREENS COMMITTEE 

 

This is my first year as Chair of the Footpaths, Properties and Greens Committee, my thanks 

to Lisa McCluskey and also to Robert Hardy for all their help. 

 

Footpaths 

 

I’m pleased to report the Public Rights of Way within the parish have been walked quite a lot 

during lockdown details of all the various footpaths can be found on the Parish Council 

website, most of these are maintained by Kent County Council, you can use a link on our 

website for reporting overgrown and blocked paths. 

 

Properties 

 



  

We arranged for the war memorial in the churchyard to be steam cleaned earlier this year, and 

the iron railings in The Street are due to be re-painted shortly.  We also have been making 

progress with the two brick-built bus shelters on the Gravesend Road.  

 

 

Greens 

 

The Village Green and verges where bulbs are planted have had the first of the supplement 

cuts, these cuts are arranged by the Parish Council and once the flowers have died back Kent 

County Council will take over the maintenance of the greens and verges.  

 

Improvements that have been made to land owned by the Parish Council include a new gate at 

Shorne recreation ground, and a new bench as well as a restored bench at Shorne Common in 

Mill Hill.  There will shortly be replacement buts on Shorne Common Rough.   

 

Crabbles Bottom 

 

The grass in the orchard has had its first cut of the season, so along with the Woodland and 

Wildflower Meadows this is an area well worth a visit, we also encourage you to pick as 

many apples that you wish for your own use.   

 

Michael Gardens Play Area in Shorne West is part of Shorne Parish but is owned and 

maintained by Gravesham Borough Council, who are planning to install a couple of picnic 

tables in the area this will have no expense to the Parish Council. 

 

Litter Patrols 

 

Were carried out on 3
rd

 October 2020 and on 27
th

 March this year as usual they were very 

successful and we are very grateful to all the volunteers as well as those individuals that 

regularly pick litter when out on their daily walks. 

 

This is just a brief summary, the full report with be in the Annual report. 

 

Pauline Clifton 

Chairman of Footpaths, Properties & Greens Committee 

 

REPORT FROM GRAVESHAM BOROUGH COUNCILLOR  

Cllr Lane reported as follows: 

Like many other organisations the Borough Council activities have also been dominated by 

Covid-19 the lockdown has meant that office based staff have had to work from home but 

Council services still have to continue as it’s a provider of essential services, IT and 

telephone systems had to be rapidly upgraded to allow staff to continue to provide services 

uninterrupted from home, while demands on their services actually increased over the same 

period, despite covid housing still has to be maintained and repaired irrespectively of the 

pandemic and the Council refuge collection services has continued uninterrupted despite the 

closure of the Recycling centre from time to time and moderate increase in fly tipping, 

Gravesham has always preformed well in the terms of clearance of fly tipping and they have 



  

now established an investigation an enforcement unit this has resulted in a significant increase 

in penalties to offenders.   

In terms of Covid support the Council had to administer 15 different Government Grants 

Schemes concerning businesses and business rates and has distributed £22million in Covid 

related grants in the last year, it was in the top 4 local authorities in the country in terms of 

speed in which they were administered the grants.  In addition, they have nearly £900,000 in 

Council Tax credit and hardship payments to around 600 households which were particularly 

badly affected by Covid.   

 

I don’t often praise the Borough Council but in actual fact it has been quite remarkable 

achievement but the impact on the Borough has been quite profound the decline in the Town 

Centre has accelerated with footfall during the first quarter being just 68% compared to a year 

earlier, and vacant town centre properties increasing from 9% to over 12%, unemployment in 

the Borough has risen from 2,300 to almost 5,000 and is now running at 7.6% of the working 

population, youth employment with young people aged between 18-24 has increased 455 to 

965 and is now running at 12.7% the pandemic has had dramatic impact on the Council 

revenues in terms of Council Taxes, Business Rates, Car Park revenue and investment 

income which has made it necessarily to dip into reserves over the year and there is no 

grantee that the government will make it up the shortfall.  

 

 In terms of planning this year has seen the approval of some major development on brown 

field sites in the town centre these include Clifton Slip Ways, the old maternity block, and the 

Market square redevelopment adjacent to Queens Street and there’s more likely to follow.  

Although these are received with mixed reviews my own personal view is they could increase 

footfall with regeneration to the town centre, and goes someway to reducing pressure on the 

greenbelt and local green spaces, and like parish council we have had to hold all our meeting 

remotely for the last year and we expect to return to the Civic Centre for the Annual Town 

Council meeting on the 18
th

 May. 

Again that’s brief but I think it gives you a quick picture of things that has been happening 

within the Brough Council. 

Bob Lane 

Gravesham Borough Councillor 

 

REPORT FROM KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Sweetland, KCC Councillor for Gravesham Rural Division, reported as follows: 

We have not been in County Hall for just over a year now, the same as most other Councils, it 

has been a tough year, all Councils have had a really tough year and so has all communities as 

well and Kent County Council has certainly played its part in doing what we can to support 

people throughout Kent, if it could be with Grants for businesses or it could be just ensure to 

ensure food parcels and support is necessarily there, think most of you know what sort of 

work the County Council, the Borough Council, Parish Council have all done, and I think that 

everybody pulling in the same direction. 



  

 

My job as the County Councillor I am lucky really as I have six Parish Councils and a couple 

of Community Associations and they are all really good Parish Councils and Community 

Associations which makes my job that much easier.  In particularly like to thank the Parish 

Council and in particular as a lot of my not that it is a big part of my budget but Highways 

never the less causes most of the emails that come in my mailbox, I would particularly like to 

thank Cllr Lindley & Cllr Lane for there help there weather its on local issues or if it is on 

something like the Lower Thames Crossing with regards to local issues trust me your lucky to 

have Cllr Lindley I can tell you because we have managed to get a lot of things done through 

her expertise and persistence well done Cllr Lindley, neither the less Cllr Lane has been there 

as well and who knows ten times more about Highways than I do, so he’s been a great help. 

As I say it has been a really difficult year, one of the nice things that being a County 

Councillor is, I do get some grant money and I think Cllr Lane mentioned earlier on I try to be 

fairly equal with how that is distributed around the Parish Councils it was good to see that the 

Playground is going ahead.  Something I suggested to Cllr Lane some months ago after 

visiting the area thinking it really needed an upgrade, so I found £5,000 to get the scheme 

kicked off, and its great now you have got other grants as well, I was fortunate to do the same 

with Higham and Vigo Parish Council, with the good open space and exercise for youngsters 

is really good and the way to go.   

Some of the other things I can use the grant money on the 30mph speed indicator device, on 

the Ridgeway that’s something we put in with the Parish Council a couple of years ago now, 

quite a lot of monitoring and speed monitoring and also the CCTV down at the Village Hall., 

these are the sort of things we can put in place from that grant money and that’s some of the 

things we have out in, in the last few years. 

Kent County Council is also the Public Health Authority and we have been every meeting and 

Cabinet meeting I go to on a Monday morning we have the Public Health Director there and 

he gives us an update on where we are obviously with Covid the numbers are looking a lot 

better than they were and that’s down to the work of as I say I think with the NHS and Kent 

County Council and Gravesham Borough Council and the Public health team and have done a 

really good job there and since the Woodville Halls has started up my wife and I have been 

down there volunteering trying to get people in the right area, and ask if they have been tested 

positive in the last 28days, it gives does give you a big shock when two or three people say 

yes we have, so show them the exit and ask them to come back when your feeling better, 

neither the less Woodville Halls has been a great success. 

On the Green agenda we have got a really good Cabinet member called Susan Carey who’s 

been pushing the green agenda, and as you probably know over the past several years its all 

about LED lights and streetlights have gone to putting them onto low energy and we have 

over 120,000 of them, and when I first joined the County Council 12 years ago now about 

20% of rubbish used to end up at places like Pepperhill that then goes to landfill but it great to 

report that less than 1% of all the domestic rubbish/waste goes to landfill, that’s something 

we are still working on this trying to get more environmentally friendly incinerator which that 

then produces electricity as well.  Were making some in roads there as well and we will be 

carbon natural by 2030 that’s our onerous date with all our vehicles and everything else.  

County Hall which is a fine building in Maidstone, we have not been there for a year and I do 

not no when we will be returning, but were hoping to have our Annual Kent County Council 

Meeting there, but the big problem is we have 81 Kent County Councillors and if you add 



  

another 20 Directors and staff its simply not big enough there to be socially distant and it’s a 

very old building and the cost are just colossal to try to put in the social distancing 

measurements required so we have got to make some plans as far as that’s concerned as 

Government have only given us a certain amount of time to use things like zoom and 

Microsoft Teams. 

 

Bryan Sweetland 

Kent County Councillor:  

 

REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES OF LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

Rev Hurst gave a brief report on the St Peters and St Pauls Church and the new opening 

times. 

Richard Moore gave a brief report on what Stages have been up to. 

Michael Fitzsimmons gave a brief report of Shorne Village Hall. 

The Chairman thanked the representatives of the organisations for their reports. 

Matters Raised By Parishioners 

There were no matter raised by Parishioners. 

There being no further business, the Chairman brought the meeting to a close at 20.01 and 

thanked everyone for their attendance. 


