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Shorne Parish Council 
 Borough of Gravesham  

 

 

THE PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 

May 2021 

Spring Litter Patrol 

Over 60 volunteers took part in our litter patrol on and around Saturday 27th March.  This was 
the largest turn-out since the ‘Clean for the Queen’ litter pick in 2018, and around 100 sacks 
of litter were collected in all.  As well as the usual hotspots, a group of Shorne volunteers 
focussed their efforts on Gravesend Road, clearing a huge amount of accumulated litter, fly 
tipping, and traffic debris.  A day earlier, a dozen members of Rochester & Cobham Park Golf 
Club took it upon themselves to carry out a litter pick in Park Pale, so virtually the whole of 
the parish was given a thorough spring clean, just in time for the sunnier weather.  

War Memorial Clean Up 

The war memorial in the churchyard was also given a much-needed clean at the end of March, 
removing over ten years’ of dirt, algae, and lichen.  A number of parishioners have remarked 
on the impressive results. 

Repainting the Railings in The Street 

The railings in The Street and at Post Office Green are due to be given a fresh coat of paint 
and some minor repairs.  The work is scheduled to start on or around 29th April, and should 
be completed within a few days.   

Proposed Play Area Upgrade 

Last month, we reported that we had secured £5,000 grant funding from Kent County Council 
and £15,000 from Veolia Environmental Trust.  We can now report that Gravesham Borough 
Council has agreed to contribute £10,000 towards the cost, so we can now proceed with 
upgrading the children’s play area at Shorne Common.  Orders have been placed, and it is 
hoped that the main play equipment can be installed before summer, with work on an 
adventure trail to follow later in the year. 

Annual Parish Assembly 

A much-condensed annual Parish Assembly took place by video conference on Thursday 22nd 
April.  This was after last year’s assembly had to be cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions.  
Let's hope next year's assembly can be held in person, in more detail, and importantly in the 
Village Hall, and that more members of the public are able to join us for the assembly and 
refreshments afterwards. Our thanks to all who attended and took part. 

The full reports from the Parish Council and from other clubs and organisations in the parish 
will be published in our Annual Report, to be delivered to all properties in the parish in the 
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next few weeks.  If anyone would like to help with the door-to-door deliveries, please contact 
us at clerk@shorneparishcouncil.org. 

Annual Parish Meeting (AGM) Rescheduled 

The temporary regulations allowing formal council meetings to be held remotely expire on 6th 
May, and the Village Hall is not yet able to reopen.  In view of this, it has been decided to bring 
the Annual Parish Meeting (AGM) forward to Thursday 6th May to enable it to be held 
remotely by video conference.  Subsequent Parish Council and Committee meetings may also 
need to be reviewed to take account of the situation prevailing at the time. 

Parish Council Meetings in May 

Thursday 6th May  - Annual Parish Council Meeting (AGM) 

Thursday 27th May  - Planning & Highways Committee (provisional) 

The AGM will be held by remote video conferencing on Zoom.  If you wish to attend either of 

these meetings, please contact the Parish Clerk at clerk@shorneparishcouncil.org for joining 

instructions. 

COVID-19 Restrictions 

The rate of COVID-19 infections has continued to fall, as has the mortality rate.  But although 
it is expected that there will be further easing of restrictions in May, the virus is still with us 
and we should continue to respect the rules and social distancing guidelines in place at the 
time.  Residents are advised to stay up to date and continue to follow the latest precautions 
published at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ and the government 
advice published at: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus.   

 

Bob Lane 

Shorne Parish Council 
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