
Shorne Parish Council

The Council has stated in Section 1, item 5, that it has carried out a risk assessment and taken appropriate action to manage those risks. 
However, no financial risk review has been carried out during 2022/23. The Council needs to ensure it carries out a comprehensive risk 
assessment for 2023/24.

The Internal Audit report identified significant weaknesses in internal control during 2022/23. However, the Council answered yes to 
assertion 2 of the annual governance statement. The Council should ensure that the recommendations in the internal audit report are 
implemented and consider answering no to assertion 2 of the 2023/24 annual governance statement if these weaknesses remained for a 
significant part of the 2023/24 financial year.

24 September 2023

The Council holds general reserves of £119,181, compared to its annual precept of £42,230 and expenditure of £30,844. The Council has 
no powers to hold revenue reserves for general purposes other than for reasonable working capital and should consider earmarking funds 
for specific purposes.

In undertaking the review of the 2021/22 Annual Return it came to our attention that the Council had not met the requirements of the 
Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 in providing electors with a period of 30 working days to inspect the accounts. The Council 
correctly answered no to the relevant assertion in the 2022/23 Annual Governance Statement and has complied with the regulations in 
2023.


